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The Hsiao l'ei Lu or lesser north roatl wliicl~, startina fro111 Tire lcswr 
3 -Cliungki~ng passes tllroupli Ho Cl~ou Slluii ('ll'iiy and lJso-nleg Fu, b u d .  

and joins the great lJeklug road froin C11'Cng-tu at tlie Hsieil city 
of l(wang Tuen, tl.sverses s coui~try preseilting few feat,ures 01' 
interest, and which, as compared \%!it11 the L:u~ks of the hiin and t l ~ e  
Fou Rivers aud tlle central plaiwof ChJCng-tu on tlie west, or tllc 
r ic l~  opium and paddy lands of Liaug Sliaii and llTan Hsie~l OII  tI1e 
east, must be l~ronounced poor and uuproductive. 'l'l~e first 
in~portant centre on this road is the city of Ho Cliou 60 iililes froill 
C'hungking ; during low water this distance is easily accoinl,lislied 
i11 i L  clay and a half by a sllort cut across the low hill coui~try OE 
Cliiallg l'ei to the market of Yueh Lai and thence by boat tl11.ou~11 
h11e Ho Cllou gorges ; these gorges are important for tlieir coal alld 
lime works which employ a number of t l ~ e  largest craft on the 
Little River. The coal is sold not only at Chuugkillg, but it is 
also taken up the Fou River to Sui-nirig, T'ni Ho Chen and She 
Hung, where it is largely consumed for the salt furnaces. 

Ho Chou as seen from the l'ai T'a Ssu, a monastery wit11 a Ho Cllou. 
very ancient pagoda, finely situated on a well-wooded sandstoile 
clifl' 4 miles to the south of the city, appears like a n~iuinture 
c~ l lu l lgk i~~g .  The city occupies a spit of land between t l ~ e  Fou 
allcl Chia Ling Xivers which nleet uuder tlie soutll wall \vlwrt: 
there is s good mooring place for nunlerous junks wit11 caoal, cotton, 
and grain. The population is about 60,000 ; there is 110 very 
cl~aracteristic industry, but the city apart froin the Lusinebs 
brought by the passing junks is the centre of an important ngri- 
cultural district. The graiii and bean tlealers are the 'l'w Z'ang or 
staple traders, and large supplies of rice coiile down tlie Cll~i 
Hiver from the north-east, the partial failure of \vhich was t l ~ c  
direct cause of the scarcity from \\71iicli Cliungkii~g sutlered in tlie 
spring and sulnrner of 1896. Ju~llrs are built and repaired a l o ~ ~ g  
.the sandbanks of Ho Chou. 
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6 SSU-CH' UAN. 

Redsandstone Froin H o  Chou three loilg stagi5s bring us to 81iuii Ch'ing aud 
basin. three inore to I'io11il;b. ; the road following in the 11l;riil tlic course 

of the Cliia Ling Itiver, but cutting off' the corners lusses tluougl~ 
the heart of tlie treeless saiiclstol~e basill of Ssu-~l l '~~ul i .  After 
passing the cliff of llie Pai T'a Ssu tllere is not n tree \vortl~y of the 
l la~ne till l'aoiiiug is reacheel. This is n serious rnisfortu~le to 
the country people and greatly clil~linislles the area available for 
rice cultiviitiun ; tile low saiiclstolle liills being very frial~le nnd 
ex1)osecl to the: action of tlie weather a alight shower \v,~shes away 
quantities of soil, nucl irrigation on tlle upl)el- slopes is ii~~practicnl~le. 
Eice is accurclin~ly contilieel to the low gullies, iliaize, i~~illet ' ,  
bnck\vl~e;lt (Ch'ino-tzu) nncl sweet potatoes being. grown oil tlic 
~ 1 1 1 ) ~  s1ol)es. Tliere is little or 110 oyiu~li on t l i ~ s  ro:icl; tllc 
fanuers' liouses ancl tlie market places are very poor in  con~pi~rison 
wit11 West Ssu-cll'uan, and tlie soil is the worst 1 Ililvt: Heell ill tlie 
1)rovince ; yet so swarming is thc populatioli tl~ilt every iiicll of 
grouiicl is cultivatecl. Tlie heat on this ope11 couiitry is treiueiicl~a~~, 
even a t  tlie end of August w11eii the worst of tllc hot wentlier 
shoulcl be over tlle sllncle temperature read as follows :- 

I Temperature. 
Date. 

---------- 

l'noning on the otlier llaud wllicl~ is situatecl a t  tlie foot of the 
hills has n milder climate than Chungking, as tlie follo~ving note 
coillpiled from a weather chart bindly lent me by Mr. Taylor of 
Paoiiiilg will show :- 

8 A.M. -- 
Degrees. Degrees. 

104 
103 
104 
98 

August 26 .. . . 
* ' I  

98 
,, 25 .. . . . . 93 
, 26 .. . . 93 
,, 27 .. . . 86 

Degrees. 
94 
93 
94+ 
92 

It appears tlint heavy autumn rains foElowi11g on the break-up 
of a hot dry surnmer are prevalent all over Ssu-ch'uan, except a t  
Sungpan where the climate is the same as North Cl~ina, heavy 
summer railis alid fine autumn. But everywhere except at Chung- 
Iring and the inlnlediate noighbourhood there is a bright cold 

Ave~age Maximum fo- 

, 

July .. . . . . . . 
August .. . . . . . . 
September .. . . . . 

Tempel.ature. 
- 

I 
Pnoning. Chuilgking. 

C__- --- 
Degrees. i Degrees. 

84 1 88 
89 9 4 
77 80 



winter lasting from November to early Marol~, during which 
i:~onths Chungking is wrapped in cloud and fog. 

The red formrtt~oii in the Shun Ch'ing district l~resente a v e T  
remarkahl(~ apl>carailce. The eandsto~re has Leen d e c o l ~ l ~ o ~ d  
illto thounaiids of sil~all 11ill~ uaually abmt  200 feet n h v e  their 
vtblleye ; t l ~ e  sides ot' tlie hills are worn into natural ter l~~cee,  in 
sonie places I counted RB illniiy as tweilty of tllese t e r r a w  
descending in n perfectly rcgular gradation; the lrill-tops are 
ro111rded offso as to resemble redonhte or ruined ca t les  su exactly 
that, at  a short distunce i t  ia difficult to believe they are not 
:~rtiticial. 

The Cllit~ Ling I(i\vcr a L o ~ e  Ho Chou is broader thau l,elow, The Upper 
Chia Liug ~\~hcl 'e af te l  receiving the water8 of the Cll'u and Fou lliverv it is 

corrfilicd ill gorges ; n feature of the river is the succession of great 
saiidb~nlts wlricli it forins. These are certainly caused by the 
rapid deconlpositioii of t l i j  sandstone hills iiaar its bauke ; when 
I was at Sl1u11 C'll'ing tlie river was densely cllalyed with the  
red soil t l~oug l~  no rail1 liad fallen for 14 days. The alluvial plain 
on which the cities of Shun Clr'ing, Nan-pu, ancl 1':roiiin~ arc built 
are obviously f'oruled of' soil rvaslied do\v11 from the iieigl~bouring 
I~ills ; new l,lniiis of the same character are being i'unnecl ; the 
 rive^. piles up a sl-~ncll~alik wliicll is bound together I)y " I'a Rim," 
a rank s~ilord grass with fibroufi roots; then the river gl.adually 
chal~gee its channel. Thus a t  Shun Ch'ing where the river is 
120 yards l ,rod, a large sandbank has been formed off the city 
and the water is now cncroachiiig 011 the older plain on which tlie 
city itself is built. 

Shun C'h'iiig is a large straggling town with a douLle city waU Shunch'ing. 
and R rivep frontage of about 2 iniles ; the population is about 
40,000. As a t  Paoiling there are many well-ljuilt llouses, some 
of whicli nsetl to be banks, pawn-shops, or dep0ts for ICansuk 
tobacco. Before the opening of the Ynngtse all traftic from 
Yunnari and Southern SYU-cli'uan for the Nortli passvcl this way ; 
later, the importaiit safflower trade has bcc?n dissolvetl by t l ~ e  use 
of aniline dyes ; tlis people of Shun Ch'ing and Paoning are now 
notorious for their want of energy even in :& province never very 
conspicuous for comiilercial etlterprise; near Shun Ch'ing, how- 
ever, me see the first mulberry trees uac l  cottoll fields on this 
route, hut the cotton is of poor quality and dirniiiishir~g quantity. 
Silk alone lieeps alive the trade of a town wllicli from lts central 
situation innst have once been one of the great centres of the 
province. Cotton and prosperitby have migrated west to the banks 
of the Fon. 

Travelling north we pass tlie city of Nail Pu, 20 miles from Nan PU, 
lJaoning; tllie is a thriving city with a small production of the 
1,est white salt I have seen iu Ssu-ch'w, the u7ells are worked 
like those of She Hung, i.c., by long bamboo buclcets which are 
let dowll into the narrow well by a b i m b o  rope. This salt  
snpplies Paoning and the country to the   lor dl only. 

Thew is also a consiclerabb white wax trade ctt Hsin Chen 
Iqa, near -Nan Pa, but the wwc is w q  inferior. 



Puoning. 111 the iieighbourhoocl of Pt~oiiing the soil is iuuclr richer airtl 
tile population less poverty-stricken tlian n l  Sliun Cli'iilg ; large 
groves of tnulberry anti oil-nut tlaecs give i~bli~~claiit shade, l)ut 
the city itself, surrouncled on three siclcs by a bcnd of tlre river, 
is faster asleep even tliiiil Shun Cli'iag ; tlie popu1;ttic)u is about 
20,000. I t  is air iiiiporta~it oflicial city, beiilg supplied with a 
Taotai, a l'refect, ailel a Hsie~i  ; coinnlme is snve(1 f1.0111 utter 
extinction by tlle silk tratle ; a Hourisliing c:oi-ll trirde on tile Tnug 
River. and sevelxl srnall industries such as the ~naking of vinegiir 
and wine ; a1111 t,lw collectioli of hides ancl pig's l)ristles ; but 1 ail1 
informed tlrat there is not a rnerclraiit in the place wortli 50.000 
taels ; thel-e are a few finnilies of Mohaiuniecla~rs wllo prepire 
excellent s;ilL beef (JE wllich all travellers lay ill a. stock. 

The Fallline of Tlie Chia Ling l i i \~er  up to Paonirrg was tlie westeiBii boundary 
1866-87. of the famiile-i~ff,ecteci tlistrict in tlie spring and siuniller of 1897, 

and I irilttle soiile enquiries about tliis, the iliost seiious calailiity 
that 11as visited Ssu-cliJuan fcr n1;lny years. 

Tlie oiily clistricts wliere tliere was auytlring like a totill 
failure of gl.ilill (owing to heavy rains spoiling the g~a i i i  after 
harvest) were tlie Kui Yu, 'l'a Ning, Wan Hsieil, a i d  Linng Sl1it11 

districts in East Ssu-ch'uan ; of these, only the t\vo latter are 
densely populated ; fronl all these clistricts the up-couutry people 
rushed out to tlie river side in orcler to secure relief rice which 
was not, liowever, sufficient to prevent wholesale loss of life. 
Parther west, and along the Chd River, abont half the crop \vas 
lost by nlildelv ; along the Clria L i ~ g  River, north of Ho  Chou: 
the 1896 auti~rriu c ~ o p  was estimated a t  seven-tenths of a frill 
crop. Tliis part of tile conntry depends largely on wheat aucl 
maize, and tlie food snpply is not disturbed by excessive plan ti rig 
of opiun~, yet owillg to tlie rush of grain to the eastern districts 
prices a t  Yaoning rose 100 per cent. for about three months ill 
the summer of 1897 ; in IVan Hsien arid Liang Sl~all ~vhere the 
1895 and 1896 crops liad previously been bncl, prices were 1111 
100 per cent. as early as the winter of 1896, and in tlre suillmer 
of 1897 travellers froin Wan Hsien had to take tlieir rice with 
them even along the Great West road to Cheng-tu. Many persons 
died of sheer slarvation, anci more still in consequence of diseases 
resulting f'roni tslie hard times. Further west the valley of the Fo11 
had it good crop ; the officials at Mien Chon would ]lot let rice go 
down t l ~ e  river and accordingly there was no 111iusua1 rise in price. 
The mountain districts of Nortll Ssu-c1lJuan dcpeiicl on 111aize an11 
wheat, arid were not affected by the rice famine. Tlic 1896 crop 
in t l ~ e  Cll&ng-tl~ Plain, tlie granary of Ssu-cl~'nan, was good, ailtl 
there was no scaicity in tlre country round, but in tlie capital 
itself, owing to exports down to Cliungkin~, rice rose YO per cent. 
for four months froni April to Julg, a serlous 111atter amollg so 
great a populatioi~, a large proportion of which lives from hand to 
mouth; rotui(l Cliia Ting, a district whicli usually exports, one- 
thircl of tlie 189G crop was lost, ancl below Cilia Ting along tlie 
line of tlie Yangtse, the f~irtlier east, tlie greater was the distress, 
but except in the districts nleritioned above it was chiefly confined 



t o  the big cities wliicli clepeud on rjupplieg from wit l~uut ;  iu 
Chunglting it niay bc rouglrly stated, that priceu rose 50 ])els a n t .  
for the first four inonths of 1897, and 100 per cent. !'or tlie next 
three ~ n o ~ ~ t l ~ s ,  \vl~iol~ 11aJ the efl'ect of an~ii l i i la t i~~g the Leggar 
class. The various Lencvolent i~istitutinns iue said to have issued 
9,000 coHins in tlie ('l~uiigking district a l o ~ ~ e .  

The distress \vas probably aggravated by tlie follo\ving Cnu- wllich 
causes : - w g r v v d  

tlre distrsrs. 1. Tile scarcity and consequent dearness of ciltsh. 
2. Frauds in  the (4overninent granaries esl~ecially at  I,ial~g 

Slian. 
3. Excessive l ~ l a ~ ~ t i i ~ g  of opiun~ ; i t  is said that opiu~u o~i ly  

affects tlie \\~lieitt ant1 l~ea.11 crop, Lut 1 arn co~iviiiced that iliucli 
land \\ l~icli is now 1111(1er ~pi11111 in tilt: spi'ilig, ai~rl 111aize i ~ r  the 
sumrner co111d nucl \\.auld Le irrigate11 for rice it ol)iuol were 
forbiildel~. 

4. 13y tile nietliocl of 1)aying reiit in kind and esl~eciall,~ in 
rice ; all otlier ci.ops, tobacco, opiulii, 'kc., wliicll in orrlinary ytbiirs 
pay belter t l ia~l rice, g.0 entirely to the tellatit ; tlie Lenaot, tliere- 
fore 011ly plauts sufticlent rice to feed liin~self and pay his rent, 
ancl t l ~ e  teildeiicy is for stocks of rice to collect i l l  t l ~ e  Iiands of 
tlic rich lantllords, \vlio in tiines of scarcity Iiolcl 011 1;)r 1iiglic.1- 
ancl still 11igller prices ; tliis is very disastrous iii n province \vlricli 
i n  case of farnine is 1)i-actically iiiaccessil)le to aid lronl t l ~ c  lower 
Yangtse; that large stocks of grain existed in the Iiands of the 
inidlords is proved by the fact that wlien n good crop for autun~n,  
1897, was assured, prices caine down wit11 a rush ; a t  Cliungking 
rice droppecl from 1,650 to 930 cash a Lusliel in a furtuiglit, 
while along the C'liin Ling River tlie drop was even illore soddeli ; 
round ChGng-lu tlie oficials kept prices do\vn by tlireateniug to 
seize the granaries of tbe ~~~~~~~~ds if they dici not bring tlieir rice 
into the capital. 

It appears tliat in past years, especially in l<uaug Hsu 1\'. Orer- 

.(I87 a), there has beell a illore estensivc: failure of crops, yet P ~ P ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ *  
never sucll wide-spread and prolonged distress ; I believe tlie 
reason of this to be that under the present ecolloinic conditions the 
province is inucli over-populated ; a line drawn fro111 Mrall Hsiell ti, 
Paoning, thence due west to the BIin River and thence along tlie 
valleys of the Min a1111 YailgtseRiversmillellclose a vast arcn literally 
every inch of \vhich is cultivated and populated up to its utn~ost 
.capacity. There is evidence from t.he Cliinese "chili" or statistical 
accounts to show tliat nlaily of tlie low ranges near Clinngkiug 
have quite r e c e ~ ~ t l y  been opened to agriculture; reiit in Cli~ingking 
a n d  Cheng-tu has increasecl soiiie 25 to 30 per cent. i11 the lmt 
20 years. The Government is not in the least likely to opeu np 
communications x i th  the outer world by steam, or to  lrring 
forwitrci ally ei~~igration sclieme to relieve the prescl~t pressure; 
i t  will accordingly have to relieve itself by periodical pestilence 
and famine, and I espect that in future eve11 R sligl~t fkilure of 
.crops will be sncceeded by widespread distress. 

I have in  vain elldeavolired to form some estimate of tlie 
Preseirt 
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actual l3opulatiou of the province ; the census of 1732 talierr 
for the purposes of the Salt Aclniiriistration was ~vksistetl locally, 
was proLa1)ly iiiucll below the niark, aiid was ~nnde  only a t  tlio 
begiunilig of the rapid rc-population or the pro\lincc, consecluel~t 
on the dcalil of tlie rebel Cliang Hsiel~ Chui~g, a11~1 tlic cljtallisll- 
ment of orclcr uncler the present dynasty; tlris census y a w  
7,500,000; tlle tithing systenl undel. wllioli grorrps of i'nl~~ilic~s 
are borllltl together for mutual security ul~cler n I~ea(lllian is 
speacl ~liort. or less all over Ssu-cll'uaii. Lilt i'i-onl encll~iries : k t  
C'hGng-tu I learn that no general estiiiiate of t l ~ c  totill 1la111Lcl 
of titliiliss llns 1)celi ~nacle si~ice Hsieli I'eng's I - P ~ ~ I I ;  a report 
froin this ('onsnlate in 1886 gives tlie eliorlllons eslinlate oi 
70,000,000, nrl~icll I gather is tlel*iverl fro111 a 1:ussi;111 report 
" dra\v11 froin otlicial sources," thougli I (lo 11oL l i 110~  wl~at  
those soni-ces car1 bc. T l ~ c  cnstoliis estill~atc ill 1 S!)1 was 
35,000,OUO \ \ ~ l ~ i i ~ h  is certainly too low, ni~tl I ciiii l i ~ ~ ( l  1 1 0  tletinitc~ 
antliority for it esccl)t a sii~lilar estimate l~incle by tlie ('atliolic. 
priests ill IS40; at  present the Cntliolics iriitl ~ O I I I O  of tlrc 
Z'rotest;~i~t ~nissiol~ilries wlio have travelletl 11lucl1 c~.st~r~iatch fro111 
50,000,000 to 60,000,000. The rensol~s wliicll I I I ; I ~  1i1al;i) u~ 
hesitate to ascribe to a proviilce as large :IS Frallce it  ]~opul:~tioir 
50 per cent. greater tlian France arc :- 

I .  Tlie fact that there are ~ l o  very large cities in Ssu-cli'uar~, 
Chi-lig-tu and Chungliil~g, the two largest 1)rol)al)ly not contninil~g 
nor2  tha11 1,000,000 in all. 

2. T l ~ e  li~rge area of mountainous country sparsely populated 
by aborigil~al tribes wliose iiumbers cannot even approxi~~nately 
be estimated. On the other haucl we have the follo\ving 
con~ider a t' 1011s :- 

(i.) There is no area even in China of snch extent a~icl sncll 
uniformly clense population as the central basin of Ssrl-ch'ui~n. 

(ii.) 3,000 ciish per month (say tlle ecluivalent of 51. pel- 
a l~nnm) will lceep a Ssn-ch'uanese in all the riecessaries of life . 
that is to say, one Englisllman requires enougll to keel) five or six 
Ssu-ch'~~allese. 

(iii.) Everytliing tliat is clone in Europe by niacl~illery aucb 
horses is done in Ssn-ch'nan by n ~ e n  (except a trifling mule traffic 
in the north). 

(iv.) Though there are no large towns there are a great number- 
of cities and marlcets with over 15,000 inhabit,znts ; near C:hCng-tn 
for 40 miles in every direction the country is o l ~ e  huge village. 

(v.) There has been peace in Ssu-ch'uan for tlie wliole of tllis. 
century ; tlie Taiping rebellion never reachecl the plain colaitry. 

(vi.) Young Illen or rather boys marry in Ssu-ch'uan with eireIr 
greater disregard of consequences than idtother park  of' China. 

(vii.) Population has oertainly been increasing very rapidly : 
on the whole tllough there is no certain basis for forming an 
estimate, I sllould be inclined to accept Williams' estimate of 
21,500,000 in 1812 (see Middle I<i~~gdom), and if this is 
approxiniately correct I think there is evmy reason t o  believe 
tkae the population has moFe thin duubkd itwlf eince tllen. 



After Paoiling the hills begin ; a series of low ranges bramhingNorth-etnlrrIl 
froln the centl*nl railge which forms the divicle betweeu SsuchPuan hiU cotllitr! 

on the oire side aird Kansuh and Hupeh on the other, run8 ftml 
nortlr-west to south-east pmsing through tile 1% Cliou alld sui 
Tiilg :.districts down to the Yai~g-tafi at  Kui Fu ; 2 sljarl) ,livision 
is thus formed betweeir the plain or rice-eating 1)oyulation ;ind 
the i~~ouiitai~leers dependent on inaim and wlleut; tllij hill 
coui~try 1)etween Pnonirig a l ~ d  Kui Fu has not been esplored 
by f0I'eigllers; froln wllilt I could learn it i8 a thinly poprllnt& 
ancl bane11 district wit11 no distiiictire prodnct except tlre tens 
of 'I'ai l'ing, the sall of 'I'a X'ing, alrd, of Course, the coil1 of  Kui Fu; 
llre 1~assbe cover tlie tli\liclt: to tlre vallchy of the Hi111 are little 
fieclueiltecl, nut1 tlie peoyjle extrenlely rougll ; SOIIIP of the wonlm 
h a ~ e  large feet, aiicl thc tern1 " Ye l'a (_'lrorl " or wild " 1%-Chou " 
refers to the c l l i ~ ~ ~ c t e r  of tlie irllrabitai~ts as \\.ell as t l ~ t  of the 
cou11try. 

r~ 10 the nolatlr of 1';loning solllc deell valleys run into the lrills T l ~ e  Liaur 
aft'ortling i~iaglril i~ei~t scenery awl plenty of rooin to cnltivateT"1R~""d 
rice ; the liai~vest is six n7relis to two months later ~ I I H I I  at 
Cl~ur~gliiilg: 'I'lie i~or ih  road, lrowever, mounts the ljills outside 
I'noning city, and Iiecps i~long :i "liairg tsu" or Iii21i L:ir~.erl 
ridge for three dnys' journey to liliang Ynen ; to the rigl~t n~rd 
left we have glimpses of broad deep valleys on the le\-el of the 
Paoning plain. On a fine llloriiing these valleys are filled wit11 
a sea of mist from tlre inidst of which the inountaii~ ridges rise 
like islancls, a curious and beautiful phenoineno~i. At 2,876 feet 
130 li froill the I'i-tonilig the China Inland Riissioi~ have secured, 
as a summer resort, a. large farmlrouse round which lins gathered 
a slllall corlgregatioii of Christian peasants; after a slrort clay's 
illarc11 froin &lei Ling Kuan, tlie highest point on tlie " 1i:ing ttsu " 
(3,670 feet) we drop dowri into the narrow valley of the lTpper 
Chia Ling River at  Ruang Yuen ; the city is situated in a liole saana y~~~~~ 
in  tlie mountains scooped out by the Chia Ling and a snlall stream 
from the east. Tlie clistrict is a, very extellsire one some 120 li 
i11 every direction except the west, but with the exception of a 
llnrrow strip of alln\liunl between the Clria Ling and t l ~ e  I'i K'ou 
Eivers which unite at  Chao Hua Hsien, 15 miles to the west of 
Kuang Buell city i t  is entirely mountaiiious and n~aize-eating. 
Tlle clt,y is a large enclosure only one-third of \vlricll is illllnbited 
by n population of 10,000 ; the illail1 road fro111 ChGug-tu to Shetlsi, 
Knnsuh and Peking runs between the river and the west wall 
forming a street wlle~e the business of tlie eity is centred ; t l e  
river is some 40 yards wide, and when I visited the city there 
were 70 boats lnoore~l off i t ,  the larger oi~es of 5,000 catties burden 
brfngil~g salt up fro111 Nan Yu land take coal down; the snlalbr 
cr&ft (1,500-2,000 cntties) bring Knnsuli tobacco, medic in^, ~ o ~ ~ l l i ~ ~ .  

,yheep-slrins, and furs for Cln~sgkiag;. these boats start from the 
floarishillg little of l'ai Shui Chmn,o over the Kt t~suh  b d e t ,  
dght s t ~ g e s  by mad from K\van,rr y ~ ~ ,  and at the head of th 



navigation of the Cliia I,ing ltiver. Fro111 l'ai S l~ui  CI~ialig a lhigll 
road leads to Cll'in Cliou aiicl Idan C'llou, tlle cal)iti~l of l<niisull, 
35 stages froiii (:lluiigliing. Kansuli goocls coiilt? dowi~ to i'ai 
Shni Cliiai~g 011 the bwks of porters, these porters cilrry very 
heavy loads, 150 cntties being by iio ~iieaila ui~l~suitl;  two st;iges 
north of the l ' i~i Sliui Cl~ini~g the l'ei Ling ir~oiliitaiil~ are 
crossed, and north of ('li'il~ Chon mules are useci for traiisl~o~.ti~ig 
~lze~~chanclise. 'l'l~e coinniercial iiitercourse bet\\-eel1 Ssu-cll'uaii, n 
busy city, said to c o ~ ~ t a i n  50,000 iill~ilbitalits, is coi~sitlerablc, 
though 1 have iiot, suttiziei~t particnlitrs to enable iiie to tori11 
a n  estiniate of annual va111e ; tlie ('liuuglii~~g r~icrclinnts ~,~iailitaiii 
a postal service wliiclr takes letters to ( ' l l ' i ~ ~  C11ot1 ill 2;) (I;tys, 
leaviilg Cllungliillg every 10 clays. 

K o ~ s u ~ ~  The chief object of coiiiinerce is the toLncco l i i i o \ v ~ l  as " \v itel- " 
tobacco. or Lan C'liou tobacco, l ) l~ t  a great deal of it conies i'ronl ('11'iii ( 1 1 ~ 1 1 ,  

so that i t  cannot all be wasliecl in tile \vnters of the lrttllo\v Iiiver 
as is supposcd to be the case ; this tobacco is il ~viiri~lbly silioliecl 
in the water pipes, ;~iid is nil absolute iic~essity for the hetter 
class Ssu-ch'ualiese; i t  is esportetl (low11 river to Sliaiigl~ai aucl 
even Cantoi~ ; i t  is rnitcle u p  in tl~iii C ~ I C C S  of iL brick-red colonr, 
four cakes to tlie catty, and 150 catties to t l ~ e  case ; it is retailecl 
in Cliuiigking after passing lluiiierous likins for 300 cash per 
catty ; i t  is saicl to be inixecl with arsenic:, and its excessive use 
is adniittecl to l)e clangerous to liealtll ; opirlni silioliers use large 
rluantities of i l  ; tlic t i d e  at Ch'iii Olion is cliietly ill the liands 
of Hsi Ail merchants. Fine sheep-skins also collie down from 
Ch'ill Cliou, but in the coiilparntively \varrn climate prevailing 
in the Ssu-ch'uan plains, rile coiisu~nptioii is not great ; Cli'11i Chou 
itself, liowever, is one of the most ilnportaiit celitres ill tlie Eiiipire 
for this valuable trade ; " Hsi t'an p'i," tlie so-called Tliibetan 
goat-skin, collies fro111 this region, but tlie export is cliiefly to 
Hsi An, l'el<ing, aiicl the upper waters of tlie Hail. 

The Pai Sliui I was unfortunately preventecl by illness fro111 c:~l~ryiilg out 
OrPiK'ou all estended trip into Kansuli, but after sotile delay I was able 
Ri~e r .  to cross tlie frontier of Ransuli to l'i K'ou, an iiiiportnnt n~arl<et 

town wl~icli illarlts the eastern extremity of the iilcdicii~e and 
musk-protlucing country. Pi K'ou is connectecl with the C'liia 
Ling ltiver by the l'ai Sliui, :t tributal-y stseain wl~ich I struck 
at the siiiall inarket town of Sli1 Knaii l'sil, 50 li fro111 Kwang 
Yuen, across tlie alluvial plain formed by tlie junction of the two 
streanis; Slii Kuan Ts<l is a t  the entinlice of' a series of close 
gorges wliicli exteilds up to niid beyoiltl tlie 111al.liet tow11 of 
l'i K'ou. Tlie ri1.e~ is little more than a mountain torrent; a few 
boats venture dowil witli loads of medicines, but tlie greater part 
of tlie traffic is by porterage along a rou@l and narrow ti-ack 
which follows i11 tlie main tlie course of' the river, soi~ietirnes along 
its banks, and sonietimes climbing tlie limestone rocks high above 
it. Tlie snndstone formation ends ablunptly on enteri~lg the gorge 
of Slii Kuaii Tsii. 30 miles from Icwang Yuc?ii the mountains 
open out into the fertile little plain of' San T ~ l i  l'a, ~vhicll lias ,z 
market town witli 300 shops, tliree cash banks, and an air of great 



prosperity due erltirely to it& mulberry trees. Afk r  tllis the 
road again plunges into a ~vilcl and tliinly-populakt1 country, 
tile liniestoiie rocks being too abrupt to aHi~rd soil ellough eve11 
for initize. 

105 niiles from Kwang Tueii we redull l'i l<'ou. Tile little K'ou snd 
towii is entirely surrouncied by lofty ~llou~itaiiis rising 2,000 tu 
3,000 t'eet above tlie river. T1rei.e is only o i~e  111ain street, Luilt 
along the river, and tho wliole  tow^^ ca1111ot co~itaiil 111ore tl~ali 
4,000 l~er~naileirt inl~abitants. I t  is, Ilowever, ti11 i ~ l i p r t a u t  outlet 
for tlie iiletliciile tratle, being at tlle junctioil of t l ~ e  n~ouiittlin tracks 
fkoni Kai-Cliou to tlie iiortl~ a i d  Aran 1"ing to tlie west, a i d  the 
starting poiirt, of' a mule road to the great illart of C'huii!lw, over 
the mountailis in the valley of the Po11 liiver. T l ~ e  maill street 
of P i  K'ou siinply reeks of (:hinest: " illateria ~lieclica," liquorice 
(kan ts'ao) fro111 n'aii Ping aiid a sillall cllinntity of Ihubarl, are 
the only drugs Icnown to Eurol~ean il~edicine ; tlle trnde is elltirely 
in the hancls of Ssu-cli'uanese ii~ercl~ants fro111 dowu river who act 
as agents for the drug liongs at  Chuag1)a, Cllungking, kc. There 
are elglit large " tien tsu," or warehouses, wl1ic.11 receive drugs as 
they are Lrougllt down Ly the natives fro111 Kai Chou a1111 otlicr 
places in the iriountsilis ; uot more tlia11 one Loat in every tliret. 
daja  leaves for Chungking, and al~ont 16 laden iiiulee per dieill 
l e a ~ c  for Cliungya. Froill particulars given i i~e  a t  one of tllr 
warehouses I estimate that about 70,000 taels of drugs pass 
throu,oh annually for the south ; to this nlust be added a sniall 
quantity of hides, sheep-skins, and furs ; also " l ~ u a  ch'iao " 
(flowery pepper), aiid " erli tzu " or " ears," kiiowii to tlie custonls 
as "fungus." Flowery pepper is tlie sillall black dried seed of 
tlie tree Za~~thomjliint Huqe i ;  i t  is liot to the taste, aiid I~as  a 
pleasant fragrance; i t  is nsecl as a perfuine and also as a spice, 
being ground up and cooked witli cakes, eutrdes, kc. 

" Ears " are a kincl of fungus wliicli grows round the roots " lvwl-eam, 
of the " cb'ing kang " or mountain oak tree. This interesting Or f"'l~L'J. 

tree is largely planted in Kuei Cllou to feed tlle so-called wild 
silkworms, but near P i  K'ou and Kai C'hou it is cut down as sooil 
as i t  has attained the size of a co1isideral)le shrub, and the \r?uc)d 
makes the very best charcoal. The fungus grows out horizontally 
from the rotting stumps, aiid after two years' crowlh is collectetl, 
dried, and sent down to tlie plain, ~vliere it 1s an indispensable 
delicacy at all native feasts. Tlie price at  l'i K'ou is 350 ca.511 a 
catty, mid a t  Chungking about 400 cash. 

I am inclined to tliink tliat altliong) Kausuli is regarded as Obstacles to 
one of the poorest provinces in t l ~ e  Empire, the southern port io~~,  K'neuh t'Bdu. 
if ilninigratioii was encouraged, would produce greatly inc~wasecl 
quantities of wl~eat, hides, skins, and n~edicilies, a1111 take up fill* 

more native clot11 and indigo whicli arc at  preselit the only 
imports, but a t  present trade suffers froin a t  least four serious 
hindrances, viz. :- 

1. Likin, of which I shall speak later. 
3. Bad co~nmunications ; in these parts there are no rich ~ I I C ~ I  

or -- large merchants to make roads by private subscription, slid' 



the Govenillw~t,  of ooursc, clocs iiot11i11g O S C O ~ ) ~  i)rc)vide a11 
occasioiial rest for refreshincnt ill tlie sliape of :L t i ~ u  s t ;~~ioi l .  

3. Want of oapitul ; the ricllcr n~e~.cllillit~ vf tllc1 phi11 co l~ te i~ l  
theinselves wit11 tilkillg sniall y:trcels of goocls ;IS tliry tiye I)rought 
ciowi~ by nrttives. Tlris reiiinrlc, I~uwovcl., tloes ]lot i1p1)l~ to lht* 
Ka~rsuli tobncco. 

4. Illsecurity of the frontier. There is 1)ractic:illy 110 police, 
and robberies aiicl lioiiiicides are vcry colmlioii alolig tllc ill-drtined 
bouiidary of I<ansuli aild SSII-C~I'L~;LII. llurclers oftell ilcver co111e to 
the ears of tlie officials at  all, ant1 w11eii tliey t l o  tllc ollicials content 
thei~~selves witli quarrelli~~:; abo11 t ,j ill-is(li~tioil. 111 a ~lesolnte 
spot close to tllc frolltier 1 canlo ocross i ~ i i  old 1111111 1 ~ 1 1 ~  llad 
beell 11orril)ly cut about i~licl tllrown seirsclt~ss illto t l ~ e  jallglt1 Ibr 
the sake of 300 ci~sli ltilcl n pal-cel of tobacco ; 1 clicl wli;lt 1 con10 
to 11slp liiin Liut he (lied tlie iiexl 1 tlrc Olticiill~ to W I I O ~ I ~  
I reportecl tlie illattor st:rliiecl to tliiiik i t  U;IS (1iiiLe a11 ikvery-day 
DCCUl'PellCe. 

TJ 'YIIO I,il g, Owillg to continuecl illness, 1 1va.s conil~elleil to i~ l~~xndo~i  mi 
excursion to ILai (Ihou, 96 iliileo to tlie ~lortl i-WCS~, by a rougl~ 
path following the coiwse of tlie I'ai Sliui, il~icl trnversiilg a co~uitry 
so tl~inly peopled tliat travellers have to ti~lie tlieir own rice and 
salt. After a few days' rest 1 started off' to tlie south-west by 
the ( 'liungps inule C I  ; i s  leads eyer the central ~nountniii 
ranoe clivicling Ransuli f'l-on1 Psu-cli'i~an by a pass called the 
Ta 'l'ao Ling (6,150 feet); x roegll and cliHicult ascent; on tlle 
nortli sitle the ~uouiitaiiis itre uiiinllalitecl aiicl covered \\,it11 scl-ub. 
After tlie pass there is a beautiful valley witli a i'ew fi~l'nls ancl 
maize fields ; then there is a stretcli of parli-lilce country 11~ith 
soine ren~nsnts  of virgin forest whicli lcatls ul) to tlie Ssu-cli'aai~ 
frontier; clesceuding on the Ssu-c11'uan sicle we pass thi~ough 
extensive cultivation almost entirely maize. 

Maize crops. Throughout North Ssn-ch'uau the maize I~arvest is the g~.eat 
event of tlie year. At  liarvest time, tlie cliiilet-like cottages of 
the hill people present a very bright al~pearaiice, as tlle local 
custom is to tie the golden corn cobs in festooiis all roun~l the 
house, varied here 2nd there with bui~ches of reil peplwr. The 
unoccupied land i11 these liills is very extellsive ; each f:irnier 
scratches a bit of the hillside, ancl when tliat is exliausted liloves 
oil to ailotller plot. Mrild pigs are a, serious eiieiny to the fa'anliers 
all tllrougli North Ssu-ch'uan ; near the Ta Tao Ling tlie people 
attribute tliese pests to the clivine displeasure, and notices are 
pnt up r e q u ~ ~ t i i i g  travellers not to shout, nor to relieve nature, 
nor to wander into the forest, nor to do anything ~vllich inny 
offend the indignant spirit, but at  Kwailg Ynen ancl L ~ u l g  An 
the peasants engage skilled liulltsmerl wlio hunt the pigs with 
dogs during tlie winter months, 1.eceiving in  return food for 
theinselves and their packs, and a premiuril on the pigs killed. 
A Frencli priest tolcl lile that a single huntsnlan brought 7:3 wild 
boar into Lung An ill the winter of 1896-97. 

U C H C C I ~ ~  10 Descending tlie Ta Tao Ling to tlie valley of the Lung An Ll;p An* Hives t b  11i~th leads throu,oh numeroous orchards of pear trees, 



pewiurulo~le, ulld walnuts. Walnut* are 80 common that tkeg aru: 
w l d  for 300 cnal~ a Luulrel and cruol~ed for their oil, wllic;l~ ie ha 
ased to udulterrlte rape swd oil. The first town ill Ssu-ch'ulm b 
r 1 1. rls ii1g U11'uu where the old luilitary track from Xau Piug over 
the lllolllrt~lilis juills the C'l~tu~glja lllaill route. SLill clt.scelldiq 
we find ourtielves ailrong 1uulben.y trws again alid strikt. the Fuu 
#River a t  the market tow11 of Ku Clien, 4U li belo\\ 1 . u ~ ~  An. 
1,eaving the niaiii C'liullgpa route, whicli fullo\vs tlou11 the r i va l  
we turned up  the rjtreanr to tlle west aud reacllui L I I ~ ~  A11 Fu 
after a llard jourlley of 96 rnilos fro111 1'i K'ou. 

Lull:: An F!:u (the " fu " or prefect i~ow resides iu tlir ricllcr Lung ba Pu. 
ant1 mure accessible town of Chia~ig Yin, d i ~ w i ~  u ~ i  tlie lrlain 70 li 
to the nortlr of Cllungpa) its a l~ictu~esque city, u iL11 soure !1,000 
iilllaLit:~i~ts, allil uile busy rjtreet situatSed -l&tween the Fuu i i~ver ,  
wl~ic11 runs ullder tlie Soutli wall and a lrigli range of l~ills, the 
southern slopes of wliicll are il~cluded in the euceinte ~i the city 
w d  ; tllc upper valley of tlle Fou has only been subject LO ( 'him 
since the early Miilg, wlle~r two Chinese adventurers i11acie tlreru- 
mlves nlasters of tlie surrouilclin,rr tribes, aiid oil being r r c o ~ n i s ~ d  
as liereditary "t'u ssii" or chiefs, submitted to the relglrilrg 
-Ewperor ; tlie triljes wliicli they coilquerecl are now kliowu as the 
Waug a i d  Sui C'llia respectively, and are still ruled \-by their 
descendants. Tlie chief TVa~ig 11s aan ofiicial resiclellce ill Lung 
An aud a fine temple, tlre " PRO hi Ssil," whic11 coi~t.all)s at1 

honorary inscription by the Ming Emperol Iirau Li ularku tlrt: 
s i te  of the palace built by the first " t'u ssii " IVang. 

Lung An is important as being one of the outlets of t l ~ e  great North-wd 
luuuiltaiil systeul that fills up tlie uortll-nest cower of l l ~ e  Ssu- ~i'';'" 
cli'uaii ; this regioi~, bor~i~cled on the north hy the I.ung An-Suug- 
pan road, on tlle west by the upper walers of tlle 11111, on tlw 
south by the Cli$iig-tu plain, and on tlle east 1 9  the valley 
af the Pou, occupies about 3,500 square lnilea ; with the exceytic~n 
of a corner of territory round Sungpan, i t  is elltirely inllal~ited by 
Chinese or by hfan Tsu who have adopted Cliiiiese language i ~ l d  
ulanners. The cou~itry consists of a series of great illounbin 
spurs radiating fro111 t'he great Pao Hgiiell Slrail ( a b o ~ r  Sungp;ui), 
from the snow iields of which the FOPI Biver derives its source. 1'he 
po1)ulatioa is very sparse ant1 of reoelit origin, large l~a~klles  of 
pxrir c o u n t y  a i d  of virgin forest being still unoccupied. Tlwx 
arc two large coloilies of Catliolics ill these ~uonntains, dri\.c.a 
there by persecutioir early in the ce~itury. Tlicy now iiunil~el. 
some 8,000 souls. A road 113s recently bee11 oyeurd f'rou~ 
~ C h u i ~ g y a  direct tlirougll the niountail~s to S U ~ ~ ~ ~ ) H I I ,  nud lelter 
carriers call get tlirougli in five days ; this ~l~oulci  do s o ~ l l e t l ~ i ~ ~ g  
to open the country, which is well adapted for rearing cattle m t l  
sheep ; tllere is also a rough track througli tile niount:li~~s flolil 
Sullgpan to Shi Tsucii Hsien ; the hill people bring do\vn 
medicines, rnuslc, n i~d  laccluer to tlle settleulelits 011 tlie St111gl1a11 
road ; they also take wine, grain, and illeat lo the Cliinese rtbsi- 
deilts in Sungpau. The bark of tlie laccluer Ireeo is iirst c u ~  w11e11 
&hey are seven years old, and then once egtiiil every sevell yews ; 



a \vi(Le semi-circular i~icisiou is ~liade, aucl 11111ltlr this is fixed nlr 
iron bowl in whicli tlie sap collects. I t  is sold i l l  Luirg AII for 
200 to 300 cash a ct~tty,  t11e11 taken to C'hiu~gpa wl~c:rc it is. 
aclulternted with wood-oil, nud soltl in Clluogkii~g for about 700r 
casll. 

Fn~una. This country l)resei~ts great ;1ttrii~ti011~ for the ~ialuraliut. A: 
Cliinese naillei1 Wang, ihr~licrly of S l i i ~ ~ ~ g h i ~ i ,  wl~o  I ~ a s  I~ad  a 
scielltific etlucatioll 11llclc.r l'6l.c L)ii\ricl, tlie well k11ow11 lJl.clrcl, 
naturltlist, is now ill tile clistrirbt oollecti~~g sl)ecinle~is; the rare 
\vllitc bear (1,;li lisiilng), a sl~lall l ) I ; l (~I i  bear wlrose 1)nw s are 
liLeri~lly " t'ootl for an einperor," a grey I I I O I I ~ ~ ~ J Y ,  a peculiar redilisl~ 
~iloi~l;ey, tlle "p'i~lr yang," LL species of wild slieep; the reeves 
null n great variety of otlier phen,ia~lts ; the 111usk and otlier deer 
are aiiloirg t l ~ e  prizes awaiting tlie collecto~.. 

Thc S1111,opnn Tile sceliel-y on the L u ~ ~ - A I I - S I I ~ ~ ~ ' ~ X I I  road is tl~c? finest I 
Ro.~tl .  ]lave secii ill C'liina ; to the west of I , I I I I ~  ~ 1 1 1  city t l ~ e  roatl l)lul~ges 

into the lil~iestoiie gorges of the Yon liiver, precipitous ~noun ta i l~s  
closiiig in on eitlier side ; the river is ;I ~ ' i ~ g i l ~ g  torrent but rafts 
from Shui Ch'ing I"u, a poilit 40 111iles above Lung-All itre floated 
down. $hui Cll'ing 1"n is a sliiall town with 100 sliops ; further 
west sinall tunible-dowii 11ai11lets of log l ~ n t s  occur every 5 or C 
nliles, an11 whenever tlie gorge opens out or soil has collected on 
the precipitous clitl's rnaize alii1 bai-ley are l)!antecl. The river 
becoriles n Illere ~nonntain streain i lnshi~~g wilclly over great I,oulder:; 
ancl crossecl at  inteivals by rickety suspc~rsion bridges. There is it. 
consitlerable porter traffic on the roatl, n sha1.e of tlie Sungpark 
inediciile and wool traffic co i~~ ing  clown this way for (,'hungpa. 
Loads are terribly lieavy, 120 to 140 ciltlies I)eing carried oil a 
barliboo franle strapped to the porter's bad<, freln S u ~ ~ g p a i ~  to 
Chllngpa a distance of more thail 200 lniles ibr 20 casli per catty. 
For ;I region so remote the road is clistinctly a goocl one, and, 
altl~ough the liead of the pass to Sungpan is 10,000 feet above 
Lung-An tlieie is notliing like a steep hill t l ~ e  ~vliole way. 

Tlie little settleillelit of Hsiao Ho  Ying in a beautifill valley, 
190 li  from Lung-An, boasts a iniried wall, a large gate, n lisiirl 
or police yam el^ and nothing else. From Hsiao Ho  Ying a 
pleasai~t joiu.ney of 10 rililes through splendicl gorges wit11 cloud- 
cappecl mountniils on 11otl1 sides brings us to 811i Cliia 1 " ~  rr 
collection of SO tumble-down huts one of mhicl~ is an inn " t h e  
most villainous on all the road for fleas." 

Aacent of Fro111 this point the ascent of t l ~ e  l'no Hsiieh Pass may b e  
pas 9. said to coiiilne~ice il l  earnes~ ; lesvii~g the village we plullge 

into a gloolny gorge a~icl thence einerge illto a defile uninl~abited 
ancl cl~cl will1 a del~se low jungle lelieve(1 by bits of yirgirk 
forest. Tliis defile ope~is out into the slriall desert plateau 05 
Sail LU !('UU surronnded 011 all sicles by nlngiiificerlt peaks clad 
ivith tall pines; here a solitary liut affords tile traveller a nlenl 
of mnize ant1 cabbages and turnips wliicli grow in perfection 
in  tliis elevate11 region. Then the road plunges irlto tllc defile 
of Chen Yrian where I iioticed a tiny patcl~ of purple poppies. 
the capsules of whicli were h i n g  scratcl~ed for opiuln in October. 



'l'llis defile opelii illlo auotlier ~)lattnar~ t l i i~l i ly  l~eo1,lt.d wit11 Hsi 
Pan. Tlle al'lJl'~l\('ll LO the ] )~ l i c c  stutio!~ uf Nil11 Sl14 1iku11 iti 
iildoscribably beilutiful, tl~tb n~ouirtaiii:, oljeii out ai~rl i;,rlll a rvi& 
valley wliere liertls of' yak aiicl lollF-liaired Tlril,ct;ul hlierp fiud 
pasture ; oil Lot11 sicles iise 11iouiltilil1~ Llrrzii~g uitll tllc rrtl ;111d 
~~olc l  tints of' auluiuii relicvecl by pntc11c.h of (la11i grec-l~ 1 , i l l v  :iilcl D 

abovo by si:ow-l~o\\~clered cliffs. I iiotetl \\.it11 l)lt&i~hule tl~rrt the 
;tl)l~mraiice of' tlie peo01'1e a i d  tlle counti.y corresl,oi~tl, eauclly 
witli tlie accouiits of' T11ibet:tn tra\.ellers. 

Tn tliis valley t l~ere  is soiiicA golt1 was l~ i i~g  i l l  tlle i ~ l f : i l i t  I"OLI 
I)Li\'cr, :~iid eve11 C I ' I I S ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ,  or n~ t l i e r  l ~ a i l l ~ ~ ~ t ' r i ~ ~ g ,  uf cl i l ,~~ t~ \I l1ic11 
is taken fro111 tllc liillsi(1e above t l ~ e  v:illey. 

After Sail Shk lIsil11 tlie iliouiltaiiis close in agitiii alld scme 
really fine virgiii forest inore tllltii co~npensates for tlie intel~se 
solitude ; 11,000 feet is tlie i i y p l ~ o ~ i i i ~ t c  liuiit of t~c*rs. The 
npproacl1 to tlie llead of tlir pass, 13,000 feet, is a Lsre ul)ei~ u'our 
wit11 jagged liilicstoilc cliflb on tlie iiortl~, and tlle ~ i i o \ \~y  iiclges of 
the l'ao Hsuell Sliitn sl~ii i i i~g far away 011 the so~1t11 : i i  p;~tJi leiids 
across the source of tlie Fou River wl~icll iiccoi1ll)nnies 11s ;ill tlie 
way to this point, to t l ~ e  tei~lple of' Huailg L111lg SSU situaretl near 
the teriiiillal i non~ i i~e  ol' a gl;~cier, a ~ ~ d  st11 rouiidecl I)y i t  c,l111111) of 
pines. Tlie pass it.>elf is a picture of' clesolatioil, aiitl it is not to 
be \vnnderecl a t  that  it is a wiL3 of terror to tlie Cl~i i~ese  f~.ola the  
plain;  tht: pass i i~us t  iiol be attellll~ted except in tlle eai-ly 
niorniiig; travellers must observe dentl silence. A iiuiiiber of 
persoris are bewitched annually and lose tlieir senses, su~netiules 
tlicir lives ; such superstitioils as tliese ili\.ill,i~ibly collect rouild a 
higli PSS in ( 'hii~a,  and are certainly due to the distressing 
s y i ~ p t o i l ~ s  ol mountain sickness \vliich tlie Cllincse ;11.c quite 
unable to account for except Ly deinons; solrie of lily follo\vi~l~s 
froiii the  plain utterly collapsed a t  1 i,000 feet. il solitary stone 
hut, 14 mlles below the ruiiiecl watch-tower whicli inarks tlic llrail 
of the pass, receives travellers \vho are preventetl fro111 c~os s i i~g  by 
the night, the wiacl, or the devils. I11 spite of pl-otests I llacl 
illteildecl to cross the pass in the el-cuing, bnt n violent thunder- 
storin directly caused by a sacrilegloils attelnpt to 1)liotogl-npli tlie 
~nonntain  (u i~der  wllose suowy iiinntlc bents the geoi~iantic k~nlse 
which brings prosperity not only to Sungp'au, but well  t4) distant 
Chengtn) caused 11s to take refuge in the liur ; in  spite of a storm 
of sleet the temperature dicl not fall belo\v 45 clegrees (October 4). 

Tlie next day we descended by a good road ; on the \vest or 
S u i ~ g p ' a ~  side the pass is absolutely destitute of forest, the tribes- 
illell l i a ~ i n g  cut do~vii every tree iu the place : 1,500 feet below 
the head of the  pass there are maiiy ~rosper011s Hsi Fa11 ('li'ni Tsu 
(villages), and the  sides of tlie llills :Ire t l i ic l i l~  cnltivlrtecl with 
barley interspersecl with low brush\vood, \\.here sollie escellcii t 
pheasant shootiiig is to be had. 

1II.-S7~tgp'u~~ alld its Tvndcb : Nolt-Chi~ese Tribes. 

Suiigp'an is situated i11 the valley of tlie liead waters of llie Su ngpan. 
Mill liiver ; the  town, which is sunonnded by bare i~~ouiitains,  is 



a very iuiciclit c'liilicse s c t t l e~~ ic~ i t ,  cl,itilix, nvcortlillg t o  the 
" Ssu-cli'unll C'lii'l~" frulri tile early lIi111 i l y~ ia~ ; l j~ ,  1~11ei1 i t  \\';is 
tlesig~lecl <is a iililitary post ngitinst t l ~ e  iucursioiis of 'I'llil)c~tai~ 
tribes. 'l'ile i'ortifici~tiol~~, 11o\~ iwi~ltvl, kit ~ t r i ~ t t l g i ~  poiiits ii11)11g 
the gorges ilow~l to T(ui~11 Hsiell, arc also of very :111(8it~lit tli~te. 

-il ,~ractions of \\'ill1 its cleilr I~ lac i~ ig  ili~' ; 1)ltjntiful sul)l)ly of gooil l)c~chl' ;i~lcl 
s~ngll 'nn.  lnutton, brcii(1, ))utter, anel lilill; ; tlic c!scellcnt sl)ort a~icl ric Iillg ; 

tlie ilitercst attixcliiug to tlie \ nrious tr.il)es tliat c~~~owtl tlic st,~.c>cts 
allti tile ili~lwrtn~it c801nllierce tliat iills tlic wnrel~ouses. S u ~ ~ g l ) ' ; u ~  
is cluilcb Lllc> iilost l'iiscinatiiig city Illat T 11;tve visilecl ill Ssu-cli'uuli. 
'rlic. ;~lltuil i i~ cliilii~tt' is l)e~fc~ctioli, te~iil)ernture ~\reri~gilig 111il~i111lllil 
56 t l~~r~1c.s  and ~ i~ i l i in i l~ iu  46 il~g~'ecs,~viLli freclut!lit tll~ultlcrstoriiis ill 
tho eveililig. 'J'llc: Cl~iliesc wear wnddecl clotlii~lg i~11 tlie year 
rouucl, n~ltl tlic 1:~ttcr part of tlie wii~Ler is very scAvtbria, tllt~ tiler- 
nioilleter fi~lliilg to zero. Tlie Prefect told iiie that lie fouutl tlie 
n~iiitcr c1iui:lte caolcler thaii nt Llii~ssn. 

Merehal~ts of Owills to ~Ol l t i l l~ec~  illiicss 1 lvns unfol-lunatc>ly not al~lt? to 
S ~ ~ p ' a l l .  Sec about riinch, but ils I was llospiti~bly eiitertai~~ecl by one of tlie 

largest wool ~iierclia~lts ill tlie town I was to gatlrer some 
ioformntio~i al)out the important an(\ interestiug trade. The 
bosii~ess part of t l ~ e  city is a10115 the river wliicli runs throi~gli 
tlie t,owu ancl is crossed hy two picturesque bridges. R1a11y of the 
houses are of wootl fancifully cnr\red. T l ~ e  yanien of tllc Prefect, 
or, to give liini liis full title, the " Fu  I Li RIin Fu," " tlie barbarian- 
ulierislii~i~ Clliiiiess-soverning l'refect," is 1)erolirtl on a liill over- 
looliiilg tlle l~usiness town. l'lic city wall ericloses the east slope 
of t l ~ i s  Ilill, so tliat t1ie wrat gate is 900 feet ul)ove tlie enut. The 
])enna~~ent,  population is about 9,000, Gut tlie streets are always 
full of tril)esn~en wlic do not live witliin the city wall. 

Tke trade of Sungp'nii is in tlie liancls of about 20 large finlls, 
cahieily agents of ( ' l l en~ tu  and Chnngliing Iiouses; but the iliost 
ilnportant sliops are the four " (.%'a Hao," or Go\rern~llent tea. 
~ilonopolists, who supply the tribes wit11 tlie tea \vliich is a necessity 
of their lives. The luaiingers of tlie (11i'a Hao are entirely 
AIol~auinicda~is froni Hsi An, ant1 they (lo a large genela1 bus incs~  
besicles tea. Then there are a number of sllialler Afolinmineclsris who 
deal in ~vool, sheepskins, kc., and who act as go-bet~veens between 
the tribesmen aiicl the (Ihiiiese firills wlio rarely get on good terms 
with the '. savages." 

MoIlnm. A t  least lialf the populatioii of Sungp'an is i\Iolin~ii~nedali, ant1 
~ncclnns. tliere arc sollie very strict followers of the Prophet. Tlleir clean- 

liiless, intelligence, aiicl honesty is iu strikiiig contrast to the 
01-dinary Ssu-cl~uanese. J l y  Ma, tlie leacling tea mercl~aut, enter- 
tained me in liis fine house for a day, and I learued tllat in spite 
of his 'il years lie gets oy every mornin8 before ilnylight anti 
~ ~ e r f o n n s  llis devotions before going to bus~neqs ; besides bei~lg :L 
Chinese scliolar lie rcatls Arabic well, and requested nle to pro- 
cul-e some Arabic books for him from Singapore. Several of his 
assistants hnvc I)ecn to Mecca a t  his charge, lie and tlic. other 
leacli~lg J lo~lenis  keep the peace wit11 the C'hinesc and have little 
or no coi~iiectioil wit11 Turl<estan, whence i t  is said coll~c t l ~ e  



l'eople w11o cause all tlw trouble iu Kausul~. owaionlilly 
111elitlica1i1 ~i~ollalis appear in Sungp'an ; My 31a. treat8 tllem 
g,eiiero~lsly, but sees tlleiu out of the place ati s o o ~ ~  it8 yusible. 
I \rae iiifolv~ed tlll~t tlie t10~11les reported houi Iio C11o~~ have 
itgail~ subsitloci ancl were never tiu serious its was at iirst fvar& 
'l'lit: two Ifas have not tlirowi~ OH' tlleir allel;iallcc, a ~ l d  tile 
executio~i of s celebratecl iurlfti of Ho Cllou ill I(u11slil1 l l u  
restored order. 

'l'l~e tea, wllicli is directed by the Yen Cll'a 'l'ao, or illid !rca 
tea il~tenclailt of C'l~engtu, for tlie supply of the tri1,c.s 111:~r Stlug- 
p'an couies partly fro111 Lei ILuo 1"iilg in the ~iiountainb llcrrtl~ of 
the Cheugtu phi11 alld 1)artly fronl Kuair Hsieli. Tlle te,t IS of s 
very conlaso quality, tllc buiidles wllicll 1 esai~iiiled reseillI,ling ;L 
collection of old ci4o\rs' uests rather tllall the irl~reclien~s of tllc 
C U ~ J  that clleerr; but not iiiebristes. I t  is cloiie up 111 co:use balllboo 
I~uutlles either " 11si;lu pao," slliall, of 60 catties, or " tlx puu," lalmge, 
of 120 catticti. k'i.oi11 Lei Kuo P'ing it is brougllt up oil porters' 
backs ; frolil Kuan Hsieii cliiefly by lliules (jeniio~s, tlie large 
mules of Nortli Cjliiila, are u~rkilow~l in SSU-~lruai~).  Tlie price of 
tea a t  Kuali I-Isien is Ci to 7 cntties for tlie tael, a i d  tlie cost of 
carriage is N to 25 cash per catty ; eacl~ l~iultlle l)e;~rs :I label 
" Y i l ~  Cll'i~," i c . ,  " 1ic:eilsetl ten." Tlle tea Longs ciig~tge largcily in 
the general tracle ol' Suiigp'i~n. A bfohanln~ethl~ iiicrcl~ant \\.ill 
have his agents in Clrui~gpa, Kuan Hsien, ancl ( ' h e i ~ ~ - ~ u  ; t o  tlie 
liorth his coininercial relations extend as far as Ta'o-cliou, and 
even to the Koko Nor, which is three weeks' journey across a grass 
country for a horsen1a11, aild about five weeks fur 1:~tlen 
nnitnals. His assistants, who call usually speak ' I  pidgin " 
Thibetsn, go into the Aiuclo~l grass country iii tlle st~rilig, t:iliiiig 
tea, foreigu cottons aild cloth, iron aiid bradsware, and silver ; they 
collect musk, rhubarb, deers' horns, skins, a i d  wool fro111 t l ~ e  trilws- 
inen. The mercliauts go ill large coln1)anies on account of tlie 
preclatory l~abits of some of tlre tribc3 ; nor can this be n iuatter 
of surprise seeing that there is absolutely no settled govcr~ime~it 
iii the Amdoll. 

Tea is the most important import to Sung'yan ; a sliisll other 
cluantity of cottan wool, cotton cloth (foreign and native), salt, impoh. 
paper, brass, and irollware make up tlie remainder; tbe l~alance 
of trade is slightly i11 favour of Thibet, and in tlre abscllce of auy 
regular Lank, the " ch'n Lao " bring up from 20,000 to 40,000 
tsels per aunLui1. 1 never heard of any robbery, thuugli there is 
considerable pilfering of the wool as it  goes down. 

From the foreigner's poilit of view the most iiuportalit export W,I. 
is wool ; the best wool comes dotvri fro111 tlie grass co~intry ; the 
sheep beiiig show in August. The wool from tlie ii~l~lleiliate 
neighbourhood of Sungp'an is said to be inferior, though the 
sheep are of the same breed with long twisted horns :1i1(1 611e lo~ig 
wavy fleeces. 

I saw a Moliaiilined~ln purchase a flock of fat sllcep wit11 \vool 
on for 95 tael cents. a head. The average price of \vool at 
Sungp'an is 7 taels a yicul, and of this, 15 per cent. is dirl and 
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tluiig t l i ~ ~ t  llns to I)c! ~vnsl~ecl out ;it C:liullgliiil~ ;. tllc~ wool is I)r1)11~1lt, 
clowll ill lollg lopes autl in  a very filtliy cont l~l lol~ ; i l l  0clol)er 1 1 1 ~  
priiicilx~l IIOII(.;S are full to overflowilig ; tllc wool is tlicl~i loobcbl~. 
l)aclted on iliules and seiit ilo~vii to Kuan IIsien, wllerc i t  is put 
on si1l:~ll ~ r i ~ f t  and c1esl)atclietl 1,y water. Tlie trilctc? is ii ne\r o11e 
a l ~ d  seenis cap:ible of iilclefiilitc estelisioii ; i t  is 011 tlic illcrct~sc~, 
ill spite of a rise iii price of soiiie 80 per ccJllt. i l l  the 1:isl f i ~ t :  

xetirs. 
Eroiii 20,000 t u  23,000 livc hllecp go c1o1v11 to tlie Clic11igtr1 

l~ l a in  froill Sru~gl~'aii  ~ i ~ ~ n u n l l y .  
Fine sl~eel~sliins are a \.~~lu:tL)le thsport ; tlic 1)1111; of this 

trade, lio\vt~\ler, clues iiot con~c  to S i~~ ig l ) ' i ~~ i ,  L11t got's out vi;i 
T'aocliuu alicl Hall-Chung or tlir I\'ortlierli provii~ces. 

Medicines. llecliciiies arc tlic iliost valrlable cxl)ort froni t l ~ e  ( ' huehe 
1)oiilt of vie\\'. Every clrliggist tlirongl~oilt t l ~ e  I(i11l)ire 1)rofesscb 
to sell Ssu-cl~uaii tlrugs, aiitl Suiigp'nil is ;I 111osL iiill)ortai~t 1 1 l ~ l ' l i t ' ~  

for tliciii ; 11enrly all tlie yriiicil~nl " wild " vegetal~lt: iilcclicilles of' 
Cliina n1.c to be boug,lil a t  very low prices a t  Su~~gp ' an .  Liclooricct 
ancl rlluL)nrl) :we the oiily 1;iilcls known to 11s : of i11nl)nrb the 
Clliilese clistiiiguish sevrrnl gracles, tlie best of whicli arc. 
(( c11uai1g lll~til~g," " yiii liilaiig," aiicl " cliiii wen h~laiig,." tlie roots 
of wliicli latter. wlieil cut ol)eii, sliow a networlc of wliltish veins ; 
the iiiferior l i i i i ~ l ~  1iar.e iL cleeper colour, a coarse sniell, tliin roots, 
am1 110 veiiis, 111e 'I c11'ou l iuai~g " (&tiiil;i~~g rliub:irb), ail11 'I i l i r r  
slii liua11;" (or ox-duilg rliubarl)) beii~g the coninloliest ; the tribes- 
illell o i~ ly  get 7 to  8 laels for 100 catties of t l ~ e  best roots wlicii 
they are I)i,onglit to S L ~ I ~  'ail in the rougli niicl dirty state ; hP Owing to tlle dry cliinate ot Suilgp'au, iio prec:lutions lial-e to Le 
taken against clauip, tlie chief eileiily of tlle Cliiiiese ciruggist. By 
the  tiiiie the rhubarl) has got to Slialighai aiid has 1)eeii preparcct 
for the i'oreigl~ inarket i t  is  wort11 five tiiiles the price that  is 1)aict 
in  Sungp'ali. 

The i'ollo\viiig short list covers three-quarters of the iiiecliciiies 
actually 1,roducecl near Suiigy'aii :- 

I. Tail Kuei (A?.nlin ecltt l ts) is plailted ill large quantities by  
tlie Hsi  Fall, looks like E;iiglisll wild heilllock ; tlie roots silt1 
stalks are ilriecl ; it is a wonian's nieclicine : C'hunglting value, 10 
tnels a picul. 

2. I(n11 Si~iiq : a valerian ; the roots are covered with redclisli- 
brown scales, which are hairy ; the roots are usecl as a flavonring 
and also to purify tlie blood. Terp large productioli ; price, 7 
taels the ~)ical. 

3. C'hiang Hue : root of n plant lilce celery ; used as a 
febrifuge. 

4. 'l'u Ho: n variety of the above. 
5. Tang Shell: root of a wild convolvulus, is used to couliterfeit 

ginseng ; is a tonic. 
6.  I'a'o Sl~eii  : inferior variety of the above. 
7. Yci M u  : white buds of (Uvula~in g~andiJl0l.a) ; the  shoots 

n1.c clug up l~cfore they are above ground. Used lor conghs. 
8. T n Y~ulg,  or deer's horns in velvet. Orily inferior k i d s  



collie fro111 Siu~gp'~rii, a i d  tlrese ill slliall cluantitiaa.  TI^^ ~ ~ ~ ~ , l ~  
froill Kuaii lIsieli alitl Ta C ' l ~ i ~ n  I,u is better ; tile llol lls sllr,ul,l ~>e 
cut  fro111 the alriiilal wlrile living; they sllould I j e  ltrlls as 
possible i~11tl I I ~ L V C  l~loocl in tlrein ; if they ;ire tlrcjkell [I lc  yRlue is 
11l11ch less. Used full oltl niell as a tuliic allcl al,lrl,c,tlisiac. 
A \ ~ i i ~ ~ l l i i i  is the l)ri~~(>iple of' Lu ~ u i l g ~  for wl~i(~]l  t , i l , ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~  pri(.tas 
are sol~~etiliics pitid. 

0. Hllii11g IAit111 : rO0LletS of is To~,f<(, 11lil11t ( 2 1 ;  v \  t ~ y ~ - \ v ] ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  

011 tile Wrest frontier. 'l'lie plant takes ~rrniiy Yeill3 ( 511 ( I J  t r ~ ~ )  1 4 1  
colne to iiri~tlri~ity ; is used as coolillg liledicinc. 

Clliiiese l r a ~ e  no belief in extracts or decoctions ut' tlie ~biiucil,lr:, 
of their tlrugs, and t l ~ u s  large sulns aye wnsted ill citrryirl: 1.11111(iles 
of rilbbisli al)oilt tlie colliltry. 

Iluslt : Sli6 lisiang : t,lle secrrLio~l in the l l i l \  el c ~ f  (lie b 6  C'l~an;: M ~ I  L 
tsil," 01 I I ~ U S ~  (leer, 1s usail 11s a clrug ant1 a lwifi~irie all ovc~r 
( 'h i i~a  alrcl Indicl; it is alrjo placed auloiig furs and clotliiu;: LU 

lreep away innects, lll(Jtll~, kc. 
I t  is dificult to give nu estiirlate of the anliuiL1 s111q)ly ut' tlrix 

article a t  Sungp'au, Lilt l l lercll~t~~ts RL S i i ~ i g l ~ ' ; ~ i ~  ~011~'~bt it ivitll 
~ n u c h  grester eiise tlii111 aL Ta Cllic~r 1.u ; good i n u k  is l~ougl~t  
for tell t i~nes its weight in silver a t  Sungl)'ni~, and a t  ('lrullgkll~g 
for lti to 25 times; so there itj i i  llt.a\ry l~rofit soille\\!rtbrr. S1u:tll 
sul>l)lies are brougl~t out to various 1)oilits iiloug tilt 1,1111g ,111 

road, where every coolie seeins to have have solrle a11out liiin, a1111 
the inns reek wit11 the sickly s~ilell ; llie musk is I~rougl~t  du\v~i 
in its pod, i.e., with the skin rouiitl the navel ; the lb,l-t kind is 
recognised Ly a nice brown colour, i111d in its pure ~1;tte I I ~  it-, 
overpowering stench ; pods with greyish or di~ll-culoured musk 
are rejected: i t  is retailed by A t 1 1  of all oz. ; Ll~ t  i t  is tldultcri~trtl 
more tliau any other article in the C'hinese market. Tlie nlusk 
tliat is sent to Shangllai is said to colltaiii 50 per cc~iit. of dried 
bulloclr's blootl, fine sand, and uther foreig~l matter, tlie tribes 
near Siu~glj'an do not8, however, understand t l ~ ~  nrt of 
aclulteration. 

A llollal~iirledall a t  Sungp'an inforlued iile that far the largest 
Jlerds of musk deer are to be found on the Southern shores of the 
Koko Nor, and that the supply of lilusk was larger a t  '1"ao ('11011 

,than at Sung'psn. 
Great quantities of ulusl; and of other drugs do not C O I I I ~  to 

.Sungp'an a t  all, but are sent East to the great ~ilarket of I'li 

Chou, in Honan, where a fair is helil in the 9th and 10th iuoolls ; 
inany of the Snngp'au traders visit this place. 

I venture to estimate the annual Sul~gp'al~-Thibet trade at E e t d  of 
1,500,000 taels ; considering that Sungp'an is only olie of t l ~ c  ht.1 ~ d c .  
tracle outlets for Western Thibet, and hitvi~ig regard tlle 
clistalice aucl heavy taxes, I thinli tliat this luny be co~~sidel.ed a 
very high figure :- 



Tca (70,000 large bales of 120 c~~t t ies )  I 560,000 
,, (60,000 s111nl1 balee of 60 catt,irs) " 1 200,000 

Cotton and woollcn goods . . . . :: I 15,000 
B r a s  and ironware, sult uncl sundl-ies 5,000 

780,000 

Total . . . .  . I  . . 1 ,Glj0,000 I I - -  

Wool (10,000 to 12,000 piculs) . . . . 1 80,000 
Live ~ l ~ c e p  (20,000 to 25,000 bead) . . . . 1 20,000 
Fine slicel>aliins and furs o.  . . .. 1 180,000 
BIedisines rind u l ~ ~ s l i  . . .. . . 

I slioulcl adcl that Sui~gp'an frequently suffel.s from scarcity of 
innles arid porters. 

Likin in I may here coiivenieiitly refer to the irllancl cl~stoliis or liliili 
8~u-ch'uan- of Ssu-ch'unn, this tax has uricler Viceroy Lu l~ecome a serious 

llurden. 
Sag, for iiistnilce, that a C'liiiiese ilierchaiit wants to seiicl u 

Lale of wool fro111 Suiigp'an tn Shanghai, he will Lave to pay likin 
;[t tlie following places :- 

1. Sungp'an : " SRII fei chli " or " ~ f i c e  for the three iterns of 
eul)eiise." What  thc three items are does not appear, but i t  is 
sul)powecl that "the right and the left hand poclrets of tlie Sungp'aii 
ofticia1 represent two of them ; this is a ssil liltin," i . e . ,  a secret or 
1)i-ivnte tax, of ~vliicli the general lil<iii otfice lins ilo co,qnisance, 
:111cl ~vliicli may or 1i1a~ iiot be autliorised by tlie Vice~oy.  Tlze 
tax oiily ai~iouiits to about I$ per cent., but it niny be raised 
at n11y tilne, aiicl lias recently, in effect, beell misccl by all order 
to ~J;LS io cusli at Govenlment rate instend of in silver. 

2. J lao  Cllou, iiortli-gate lil<ill. 
2. Iiuan Hsieil liltin. 
'l'ljese t i 1 7 0  latter stations are new inveiitions of tlie Viceroy 

~ A u .  The opening of the Ruan Hsien likiil three years ago caused 
a figl~t l)et~\-een tlie mule clrivers and tlie police, which eiidecl in 
clle defeat of the latter, but no~v  tlie tax is collec.tetl without 
Iiinclrance. 

4. Chin Tinp likin. 
5. Lli Chou lilrin. 
G .  C'liui~gking likin. 
I- r .  Clinngliing custon~u, in all amounting to about 8 per cent. 

oil tllr vc~lue of a bale of wool of 100 catties, of wliich 15  per cent. 
is, as senlarked before, dung and clirt which has to be waslied out. 

Or if the iiierchaiit sends his wool viA Chungpa :it slightly 
grea1t.r cost of carriage 11e pays. 

800,060 



1. '' Sail Fei ('liu." 
2. Clllulgl)a tloul~le liliil~, one on going illto ~11d h e  other 

011 lruvirig llle town ; this is new fiillce l,u16 tillle ; tlrr tow11 is 
litorally l~locliatled with La1.1-iers a i d  wiltcli-statione. 

3. 1304 ' 1 1 0 ~  liliii~. 
4. Cliu~~glciilg l ikii~.  
5. C'l~ungki~lg cl~ntoii~s. 
1111 tlrc above are " p i  huo " " lluntlrecl goucls," or gcilersl 

l~l i i i~f i  on evorytllii~g pttrjsirrg througll; tllei-e are :+lso geilersl 
lilii~re a t  the fullowi~lg p1ncef;:-Pi K'ou aiid I'ai Sl111i ('lliang, 
o \ ~ i '  the I~c~rtlers of l i a~ l suh  but aff'tcting Ssu-cll'uan tratb : linang 
\ - ~ I ~ : I I  Hsieu in North Ssu-cli'ual~, where tllerr? is 111uc.11 gruiul~ling 
at tlic adil~iuislration; Sui F u ,  a t  tlie 1)oiilt of e~~tl-allce of tlic 
Yuirii:in tiacle, fur goocls to and from Tuunsll only ; Cllao Chin Tu 
tlle 11et~tl of tlre Ln Xivcr riavigjrtio~i ; and a t  Cliclrgtu. 

Ijesicles this 1 have ~ ~ o t e d  : lirdigo barrier a t  I"i Hsien ; tobnwo 
barriel. nt I"i I18ieu; sugar barrier at Hnu-(jllou, alid tliere are pro- 
I)al)ly ot11el.s whicli Ilave escaped illy notic.8. 

({oocls conling into ('llengtn pay t\vo t a s e ~  : Chengtu 
1. sl~l~i, 01. (:11stollls, wI1ic11 is illai~age(l l ~ y  the I'refect. likin. 

2. Liliirl whicli goes to the gellam1 oflice. 'l'lle following figureb 
\+-else gilerl ille zs i~ lon t l~ ly  average receiljts a t  tlrc Chetlg-ti1 
gates :- 

! Amount,. 

I ~ustorns. Likin. 
-- ---- 
I 

Tuels. 1 Tnelu. 
Eust (:.at3 . . . . . . 1,100 1,000 
W e d  Gate .. . . . . 400 300 
Sont l~  Gate . . . . .. 1 600 , 500 
North Gate .. . . . . 900 ' 600 

---- --- 
3,000 2,400 

Besides this, certain of tlie llougs guarantee payment of s 
iuoiltllly slurl to the likili office, e.g., the wine and vinegar sellers 
pay 500 taels per month, a i d  so with other guilds. Froin an 
esi~i~liilatioil of the tariff for goocls entering Chengtu, ivhicli is, I 
unclerst:~nd, applicable to all the likiii stations with a few modifi- 
ci~tions, it appears that  the tax varies froin 1$ to 23 pcr 
cent., it is not a. high tariff that  causes so ILIUCI~ disconteni, it is 
ratlier : 

1. T l ~ e  constant tencleilcy of the likills to increase both iu 
mliount rind nunlbers. This has been a principal reason for the 
great uupopularity of the Yiceroy Lu. 

2. The vexatious conduct of the underlings in cluarge of tlle 
oltices. A " \\~eiyoan " is po t  ill charge and has to remit so mucli 
1)pr ~UIIUII I  to the general office ; uf course, tlie inore lie makes tho 



nlore he l,ut5 ill liis owii l)oc.liet; l ~ i s  uliJc~i.lii~gs also liave to 1ij.c I)y 
preying ul)o~l tracle, tlius tliere :irk1 coi~sl:+lit tlchlays, L~ei~Ii;igcl~, :\11i1 
extortion witliout any redrcss. N~ i t r l y  evelay oHlcr lias a proc*lil- 
matioli 1,y t#lic& \Vei Y11i1ii ( lel~oll~lcii~g t l ~ e  ~ i i i s c o ~ ~ d ~ c ~ t  of 11is U \ V I I  

en1l,loy6s, wllicli 1 I l i l \ ' ~ '  110 C ~ O U ~ I ~  is 110t e~itggcrulc~tl. 
(>lller sources 'J'~~c>sc frc~cllieiit illlitli~l I)itrriers arc ;dl llie liiure ol)iiosious 
of rcvenlle. mllell the (:o\rc~niiiiei~t ~iiiglit SO easily c i i l~ni~cc its revtliine Ly 

such lcgitil~iate l~iealls nu the clevc1o~)uielrl of c ~ o i ~ l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ i i c a t i o ~ ~ ,  
especially wit11 tlie l'angtse ; the e~iconrageti~ent of' milic~s \vorl;ecl 
by private co~iiljanies p ,~ying ~.uyalty, or it 1i111d seltleiiiciit wit11 
reference to opiulu. Ilut of tliese Ihree sources of re\.enlle tl~t: 
first two are tnbooetl, 1)ecin~se it is snpyosed t11a.t the introcluctioii 
of foreiglie~s \voul(l LC necessary ; a~icl tlie tliircl is i i ~~ l~os s ib l c  
witliout an energetic autl hoilest staf'. Tlie 1:cllcl-tax of Ssu-ch 'ua~~ 
was assesseil a t  tlie low figwe of GGt3,000 taels by Cliien l,nlig, nil11 
it has beell raisecl by variolls " ching tie," or s l~ l ) l ) l e i~~e~ l t s  ill aicl of 
other proviocibs, to about triple tlle nniount; still i l  is very low 
nncl uueql~:il, l;111el 11:~s never been sur\-eyebcl or ~iiensurecl in  
Ssu-ch'ua~i. Aiicl i~bove all, opiuiii is retailecl ill1 over tlic l)rovi~ice 
a1 perfectly absurd I-ates, 140-500 cnsll all ox. ; t l ~ e  c!t.,~rcst I linvc 
noticecl II~US 300 cash for Sliensi opi11111 a t  Suiigp'aii. 

State of cash A~iotl ier  obstacle to Hi~ilgp' i~~l trade, niicl iiicleecl to all trade in 
"u"re'lcy. SSLI-C~III'~III, is ilt the present ~~ ion i en t  Inore serious even l,lian lil<iii ; 

I refer to tlie state of the  clopl)rAr cash cllrreiicy, tliis is clirectly 
clue to the ilegligence not to siljr stupiclity O F  the officials. 111 

Ssu-cli'uail eye11 lnrge local trnusactiolls such ah buying lanil or 
mal;illg roatls i11.e cff'ecte(1 by copper casli, all wages are of course 
paitl ill tlie sanie inconveliient mediunl, b11t as a s t r i n ~  of 
1,000 cadi weighs 6 lo '7 c~ t t i e s ,  mercl~rlnts who have trnlisact~ons 
with c l i s t s~~ t  places 11ave to accept silver for goocls ~vllicll lli~\.e oftell 
been pic1 For ill cas l~  ; silvei. is tlie only practicable ilietlinm for 
tlie trniisporting or storing of wealth ; ailotlier iilcoilreliielit ~ .esnl t  
of tlie great weigl~t  of cnsh, especially in places where there is no 
water carriagc is, that  very tlifferei~t values iuay obtniu side by 
sirle in  places ilot far tlistai~t froni each otller, tlie f ow of the 
cilrrei~cy being blocked by tlie cosl of transporl, tliuh eacli little 
coin~iicrcii~l centre llas to get on as best they call on tlie usu:~lIy 
insntficient (lua~itity of cash that  niny be cil-culating in the ilnnle- 
diate neiglil~ourliood, the trade between the tribes and Sungp'aii 
is fortul~utcly in  silver, for in Sungp'an i t  is difficult to get eve11 
20 striligs of cash witliout huiitiiig the tom~l  over; thc  following 
t a l~ l e  shows the cliff'ereiices in C H S ~ I  \,slues (including clifferences 
arising fro111 t'he use of clifferer~t weights for silvels) noteti down in 
flie course of two months' travcl :- 



- - A -  - -  ____.- 
I'er taut. 

Chui~gkilig . . . . . . 1,160 . . 
Cl~crlgtu . . . . . . . . , 1,040 
Kunng Yueri . . ' J h  . . *. 1 1,100 
P ~ l i J u  (Kuusul~) . . . . I  1,100 5 
Sullgp'a11. . . . a . . . 1,040 11:  

Any special cause, e.y., t l ~ e  rllrjli of stuclents to Clleiigtu f t~r  
*the examiuatioii, causes a great tlisturbauce of the casl~ i ~ i i ~ l k ~ t .  
Tlle op iu~u i ~ ~ i d  silk tra(1crs alq)?ar to su f i r  inost fro111 tlle ltre'svllt 
dearness of c;tsll. A Iiritial~ sul~ject ill Cllengtn \ r ~ l ~ c ,  rec.cives. llis 
remittances in gold, asslured ille tllat lie lost by t l ~ -  tlr;ll.llei. 
cash as much as he gi~inetl Ly tlie dearness of gold. 

The y u a ~ ~ t i t y  of the circulating li lediu~~i being ilisutflcic~~it to 
d o  the work required of it, base and spurious casli Iino\vii it; ' I  r c ~ l  " 

cash or " hairy " cilsl~, the work of private spccnl:ltor~, ;>I-e +lipl)ecl 
i11 aruong l l ~ e  good c;~sll. Tliis is especially t l ~ c  case oil tlle 
f rout ie~.~,  w11el.e tliere arc olteii 1.7 to 25 per cent. uf 1)atl c C ~ ~ l i .  
They cause elidless worry ailci I)nrgsiiiiiig, but tllougli srllvr* cll!ject 
,to them, and Llle law forbids tlieil~, I J : ~  coilis nrr i i i ~ r e ~ ~ - i ~ ~ g  i l l  tile 
province. 

The whole cause of tlie trouble is tliat tlicl gover~ii~~eiit  of 
Ssu-cl~unii lias coilled very few cash for illany years 1)nst. Four 
years ago a considera1)le clnaiitity of Kua~ig  lisii c ; ~ < l ~  \vel c. turllecl 
.out of the Chengtu ]!lint :~nd paid as wages to tlie 3Iiiiicl1l1 soltliere. 
Though these coins co1it:iinecl 55 per cent. uf si\llcl ; L I I ~ I  25 per 
cent. of lead, and were of very inferior \vork~~ians l~~l , ,  t11c.r~ Nils 
no difliculty a t  all in getting rid of t l~em, and in fact ('liengtu and 
its suburbs absorbed tliel~i all. 111 Cllungking a large l ) r rce~i tn~e  
of the cash iu coillnio~l use tlilles from (_'hien Lung, and su~nc even 
from K'aug Hsi (diecl 1723) ; olily a sillall proportion is less tlia11 
40 years old. Meltiiig ciowli coin is an ofl'euce puiiisliable by 
deatli, but i t  is largely practised, especially, I an1 told, at  Sui Fu. 
#Good Chien Lulls cash llns G cstties of copper tu tlie 1,000 ; a t  
present 6 catties of col~per at  Sai Fa, the outlet froin copper- 
producing Yuunan, wo~lltl cost 1.80 taels; ~ O \ V  1.80 tit el^ \~o:~lcl 
change in open 1nsrl;et for about 1,900 to 2.000 cash. Tlius it is 
.evident Illat Goveriliiiellt c:rnnot coin good cash escept :it a heavy 
loss, but if the ofliciills were nut bound to buy y l l ~ l ~ i i i l ~  copper, 
but  could purchase in tlie open market alloy with lent1 or iroii iu  
suficient clualltities to avoid loss, and coiu i l  cash of good work- 
lnallsllip wit11 a clear inscription, the public \ ~ o ~ l c l  take up ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 1  

cash very readily, eve11 if they were of less weiglit niid tliick~less 
than Chien Lung cash, and tlle present dificulty \voulit be a t  an 
end. Ullfort~~llately, the officials rarely take the stmight road out 
of trouble. 111 Hsiell Peng's reign cnsh, I iuiderstand, went Up 
less tllall 1,000 for a he1  in Chungliing, but this was for n short 



time 011137. A l~igli ljricc 11tis lie\rtLl. been i~~niillai~iccl for s u  loll;: 
n 1)eriod ;LS at  1)reueiil. 

Nou-Chinese Tllc cro\\cls of tribeuliic~u ~ I ~ ~ I I I C L ~ ~ L L ~ C ~ ~ ~  ;~ttr;~cL the stlal~gt~r's 
1 attelltioil oil the blreets of' S I I I I~P '~LU.  r r l ~ e s ~  pt?uple :ire li110\~11 to 

tlle ('liiiiese i~ lc l i l~reut ly  as Hsi E'im or R l u i i  TSII, u~ltl tlic: tlis- 
tinction, if olle exists, is iiot iiiatltl clear in llaber's u c c o ~ ~ n l  of t l ~ c ~  
tribes mar  Ta cbli'ic~l Lu. TIN: fine llivisioli ayl)eals to iiie to I J ~ A  
1)etweeii TliiLeta~ls ancl lion-Tllil)etaiis, illlcl so Ptir as 1 could j u~lgc., 
the terlii Hsi 1~;11i is ii~ore strictly al)plied to t l ~ u  t'oriiicr. 1 regret 
that I cnunot aclcl ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  to the little that is already li~ioivll ul' 

'I'l~ibetnil t l~ese 1)eople. But 1 llliiy ilie~itioii tllal i l l e  vi11;b$t1s :,it~lalcd 
t~ . ih~a .  betweell the town of Su11gp':lil nut1 the pass,and also h e  valleys a i d  

hills wllicli are ciiclosed 011 tlle soutli by tlie Su11gl)'au Ling A11 
Rwcl, a i~t l  oli the liorth by the old militnry rand to Nail P'iiig ailfd 
tlience tu I,ui~g An, are entirely ililiabited by Tl1ibeti111 triilc;; 
spea1;ing u language ollly clinlec~tically clillcreiil fl.olii Ll~nssii. 'J'l~c. 
~crsol ial  :11)1)ciLrilnce of these l is i  Ebn exactly rcselubles tllnt oC 
the fiue Thil)etails, i~11~1 tlle co11il)uratively slislit tlillereilce ill tl~clir 
lailguage nut1 custoiiis is probably clue t u  tile fatst t l i n ~  tliey hn\.c 
beell cut off fro111 Tliibet prol)er, have settlccl ill ~ill:iges, and hnvc 
adol>teil ngricultllre. wliereau their cousir~s ill the Anidou grass 
coilllt~y art' ~ i ~ ~ t o r i t l  n~ l i i i l d~ .  l'oly~11CIr~ is i ~ o t ,  I all1 iilforllied, 
yractisecl I)y tlie Hsi k'all,,but iio~ie of tlleiri ever adopt C'hii~ese 
cusl,oius, Il1on~11, as nlreacly ilie~ltioned, the chief " t'u-ssu " ill tlie 
hills near L u I ! ~  ,111 arc: clesceilcic~cl iron1 Clii~lesc. A l o ~ i t  1.5 lliiles 
north-west of Lung An is the larye Cli'ai tsu or tow11 of PI11 l i u : ~  
Ch'i, entirely iiihilbited 1)y Hsi Fan, and ~ ~ l l i c h  iilay be regardecl 
as their ~lietropoiis. 20 niiles further west is I'ei h4a Lu, anotller 
large Hsi Fail village. Fro111 these places the Hsi Fan colue clo\\~i~ 
to Lung A11 aiicl tlle settlelrie~lts on the S~li~gp'aii lioatl with barley, 
wool, flax (not hemp), medicines, a1111 11iusk. Hei~lg siniple people 
they i~ivariably get the worst, of a bargain wit11 t l ~ e  Cllinese, for 
wllo~rr. they have the utmost clislike. 

The Hsi Pa11 population on the L u g  A11 side seems to 1 ~ e  
dirninislririg. They ha1.e vaiiished from the sout l~  of tlie Sungp'an 
ILoad, a i d  roililcl Nan P'illg 1 am infon~led tliat the ( 'hinese are 
gradually occupying tlie best valleys. Tile t'u-ssu of Nail 1"ing 
was recently clispossessecl altogetller. Near the heail of the Yuo. 
Hsuell lJass, however, and rouncl the town of Su~ig~ 'a i i ,  the Hsi 
Fail are in large 11uml)ers aiid very flourisliii~g. Tlieir villages, or 
cli'ai tsu, are percl~ecl along the hill-sides, wliich are thickiy 
cultivatecl with maize ancl barley, which is mncle illto tsampn, 
tlie staple f~ocl  of t,lie people. Tlie ordinary Hsi  Fan establisli- 
ment co~isists of a large yard surrounded with a stone wall, 
where tlie yaks, ponies, sheep, and children wallow in the 1ili1.e. 
The dwelling is a dark, smoke-L~egriiued, log hut  on n raised stoi~e 
platform. 'l'lie barley is strung on large \vooclen hames or screens 
some 15 feet high, wliich form n very characteristic lanclmarli. 
The richer villages support a laniasery, and the poorer club 
together for the same purpose. Well-to-do faillilies send oile of 
their sons to Lhassa to stucly, but tlie Llanias l icl~e iiothing like 



tllu supreme po\vel here thnt they liave ah Lham.  The r& to 
1,flasrra fioln ~ ~ l l g p ' n l l  lead6 ~cl.oss a grm6 m n t r y  for thrwt.- 
quarters of Ihe distance, and as I was iuforluetl by tlte I'refec~ 
who had licld ofiice fit l J 1 ~ a ~ ~ n ,  it is a 1u11ch emier jouruey thall 
tlie 1Jittallg r o ~ t e ,  ant1 ~ o u l d  l ~ ~ ~ l ~ a l ~ l ~ ~  l ~ e  folluwe~l Ly ohcials it 
i ~ o t  l>rc~ueiitetl by tlie arr~lrge~uent  wl1ic.11 places 'l'l~i lJetiil1 a f  air6 
under the direct superintenclence of the Ssll-c.l~'unli viceroy, aild 
thus ~iecetssita tes all officialti for itlid Il.olu Tllibct  aswi will^ tI~rc)ng,rli 
Chengt u. 

Tllc tlsi Fell wealth collsists largely oC oxen n ~ l i  811~~1~. ~ Z C I I  
:tlicl uoillen are clnci almost entirely iu wool. 'I'l~e 111e11 w-eilr 
~'ough felt l ~ a t  ant1 a I ~ t . i ~ v ?  gvwii of coarse und!.ed \ \o .~l ,  of the 
stulle cut as a lluddllist priest's rolte. The legs a11c1 feet are 
wrapper1 i n  " nil1 tsu," or strills of very coarse woollelr stutr; tlir 
wonieri weiir a soniewlixt longer go\\ 11, with uiicnred lentllc.1. 
hoots The long black l l n j i  is plaite~l into Iinrtlerous lol~;: cjrreuaLs, 
orikanlentetl with sliells a111 l ltebbles. 

Nolilac1 TlliLctans l ' r o~ l~  tllr Ain~lvn h.eq~lently ride down tc, Tlill,etaus 
Sungl~'a11. Cliltl i l l  ur,tl~~es.cd fdiills wit11 their heads bound ull fr"]" Al"d01,. 
iu retl olotli or sill;, or covc~~-c~(l wit11 grotescj~i~ caps of fox fur U I  

sheepsliiil, ;~ncl \\lit11 ;L ~iij~c~ellaneous A S S O ~ ~ U I C I L ~  of knives, kc . .  i n  
their gildles, they ~vould ~lialir their t'orturres as shge  villains. 

A very excellellt serge said t.o colile froill 1)ergc. t o  tile so11t11- 
west of Sungp'an, iq  sold i11 Sungp'an. It is called p'11 lu '; 1 I? 
the Chinese. 11; is dyed c ln re~  colour, but W I I  h what materials 1 
anr unable to ascertain. Medium q u ~ l i t y  cot.ts 3 tcr 4 taels a roll 
1 foot broad and 36 feet long: the very best costs as l~i l lc l~ as 
7 to 8 taels. It is iillper\.ious to ordillaryrnins ~lntl wears for ever. 

The Prefect told ine tliat the tribe8 are utterly illil~ossible to 
" kuan " or govern. As i t  is tlie Suugp'an ofticials do not attelu1)t 
to exercise even a noll-lillal corltrol over the Hsi Fa11 and t l ~ e  
Aiiido~l tribes, except in tlie tow11 itself. Tlie position of tlie 
Manclari~l a t  Sungp'nu is a very difticult one. IIe is a1)solutely 
responsible for tlie 1)eac.e aiid order of a largc ~~~oun t~ i i l l ous  
clistrict but tliillly populaleil ; lie gets little or no land-tax ; lie 
ha3 to  keel^ up sollie sort of e s t ah l i s l~~~~en t ,  to "gratify" l ~ i s  
seperiors, pod to keep lliniself alive. For all this 110 pmvisiou 
\\ hatever is made, so i t  is llot surprisins that he resorts to i~nyoste 
of doul~tful legality on the trade P R S S ~ ~ I ~  througl~ to Tliil~et. 

Two missionaries, a11 Englishinan und a Swecle, are iio\V ten]- Mieeionurics 
l~orarily established in Suilgp'au. Tliey are fllll~lig t1108e wlio Thiht- 
oalue over froru Dayjiling. clespairinp of entering Tliibet in tliat 
clirectioa. Both these genllemen are good Thibetnl~ scholars, altd 
are busily engagecl in leariliilg tlle local Hei Fa11 dialects. They 
lla\le up to the presellt coiifiiiecl their il~i~lietratioiis lo tlie tribes ill 
the immediate i~eighbourhooc~ of Sungp'an, I{-liere they Ilave beeu 
extrenlely well received. They hope later to exteiid their escursiolis 
illto the Amclon, ancl lin~re received se~~era l  iuvitatiolls from Lamas. 
I see 110 seasol1 wllatever to believe that they would have ally serious 
clifticulty in travelling ill tlie Amdon, if they coi~rlucted tlic~t~srlves 

tact (lvllicll I feel sure tllcsc gentlemcll will do). The 



l'refect says 11e will 11ave ilotliiiig \vliutever 111 do \vitl~ tl1c111 if 
they depart fro111 the iini~ieclinte vicilrity. If tlie l'rc?f'cct lLc~c~l)s l~ i s  
proii~ise it wol~ld be ;L great g~i~i.;illtee for the ~ l ~ i s ~ i r ~ l ~ i ~ r i c ~ s '  uftlty, 
for Cliiiiew * ' c ~ I ' : L ~ "  L V O L I ~ ~ ~  1 1 t h  11o~itivcly c1~111gere)lls iI11lollg t l ~ c ~  
tribesiiien. 

r l l le  two i~~ i s s ion~~r i e s ,  who Iiavc rei~ted ])art 01' ;L I~ollbe ;it 
Labr'ang (see li~telligeiice lieport, Novel~rber 1) i11.e bot l~ Ilritislr 
subjects ; ona, I learn, LL C'aliadiiti~, ill~d ollc ;L Sce)tclii~i:~l~. 'l'l~ey 
arc not registereel a t  ( ' l ~ t ~ ~ ~ g k i i ~ g . ,  : L I I ( ~  I 11iivc 111i~li~icl t l ~ c ~  ilailies 
gi\reii to lue. Tlieir reid statioii 1s T'ao Cllul~, LL to\irii in J<ansulr, 
sollie I;' ~lays'  jollriiey i1ortli of Sl~lrgl~'aii, i11111 wllicli is the 
principal outlet cast i'ronl tlie cou1iti.y betcvee~l 1iol;o Nor aiid 
i Labrang is great l~lolii~stery witli 2,000 lli~l~ra:;, rouiitl 
wllicli n large iiiart has gatliereel Tllere are numerous hfol~ni~ii~ie- 
clans tlirrc. T l ~ e  place is 75 riiiles fi'oni T'ou Chou to the nortll- 
west. l'lie country bet\\~eeu is occul~iecl for tllc presol~t by a tribe 
of bandits a t  \\.ilr \vitll the ('l~iiiesch, but t l~ey  clo iiot iiiolest tlie 
foreigiieis, 1v11o liave bee11 estre~liely \\ell treat,etl, ailel Iliive llnci ail 
inter\.ie\\- witll tlie " liviiig 13ucldlra," wlro is the 11e:~cl of tlrcb 
monasterj-. 

Noil-Tlubetn~l The lion-'l'liibetan tribes to wl~oin tlie terl11 hlaii 'l'su i.; i i ~ o ~ c  
tribes. strictly applicablr: are weclged in l)et\vec.11 ( 'liinit air cl  'l'11il)et 

proper. They occnpy tlie nloulitaiii conl~lry to tlre \vest vf tllc. 
A i i i l  Eiver do\\111 to  !,lie KuCin Hsieii, ailel beyouel tliat tu 
Til Cliieii ~\'itliiii recent tiilles tliere were large iiunibers of 
tl~eili iii tlie liills to tlle east of Blnocliou, ljut tliese have iiow 
1)ecolne C'l~inese ill langllaoe clress ailel il~ali~lers. The Mai~tsG are 
nltopetl~er distinct froill '?l~~betaiis, aiicl are $eiiernlly supposed to 
be the rcii~iiailts of the aboriginal rn-e ~vllicli occu1)iecl I'a ancl 
Sliu i.c>., ('eiitritl Ssu-ch'uan, before the Ts'in dynasty, auld nliic11 has 
lef t  its traces in the curious saaclstone caves noticecl by all tra\-ellers. 
Tlie Jliln TSU are iio~v clividecl into a great iiuillber uf clans, cut  off 
fro111 eii~ll  other by precipitous n~nuntaias. Each valley seeills 
to possess a diflerent clialect. Tlie type of face is 1.el.y I~;nl.opeaii, 
ancl tlie JIaii TSLI woultl pass aiiy\vliere for ail ltnlian peasant. 
They are extreiliely shy of ally ii~tercoui.se with strangers, 
especially Cliinese, ancl juclging fro111 tlie i iun~ber of their \ ~llages 
iiear tlie BIaochou ~noacl tliat are iii ruins, T sl~oulcl iinagiire tliat they 
are gradually retreating illto tlie i~lountaiiis. The very striliing 
Man Tsu architecture has 1)een ren~ailied on ancl clescribecl ; the 
loftiest ancl iiiost illaccessible peaks seen1 to liave beell clloseii for 
tlie villages ; the houses are large piles of rough stone wall froiii 
two to five storeys I~igli, wit11 Iiere ancl t1iei.e a lofty watcli-tower. 
The for~natiuii of this part of tlie conutrg being a shale a i ~ d  lirne- 
stone that  is very easily workel;, there is abulldaiice of Luildiag 
111aterial. The interior of a Mall 'l'sll liouse is very iiicon\.enient, 
as tlie ceilings of rafters ancl mud are very low, a i d  there is 110 

a~rangelrieiit for letting the smoke out. 



'j'lle roulc f'l'01l1 S~llgp'all  to (-'IIllll~~)iL \.iri h1&0~11011 is t ~ x t r r i n ~ ~ l ~  G,,~, of 

gr;llld, l ~ t  tllere ia little of coinil~crciill inl]~ortallcr to  1lokcl. Mln Blrer. 
Fro111 S U I I ~ ~ ) ' ~ L ~  the tl.avellc.1 clewe~~cls to  hlaoclloll i l l  jlye easy 
stages the tlistalice beillg 120 il~ileh ; 111i' last I 9 li ~ 1 . e  1-el.y 
" loilg " it.cl~~ii.irig two full days' inarc.11. .All t l ~ e  \viiy f'i0111 S ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ) ' ~ ~ ~ ~  
t l ~ e  roii(1 i.: coutinecl i n  t l ~ e  gorges of tllc Mill l:i\-(-1, n 1 1 , 1 1 1 i i ~ ~  
~uouiitain torrent. The 11i118 011 the west are cro\\-lletl \:.it11 ~ ) , ~ t ~ h ~ ~  
of' fort>st ailti it11 u c ~ a ~ i u i l i ~ l  Nail Tsu village, t]le l . i \ r e r  f ; ) l l l , l l l : , r  tllc. 
I)oniltlai.y between savagec10111 and Cliina; cult ivi~tio,~ IS olllY 
occi~si~li :~l  ailti the village-; and i i~arkets ale f c . ~  alr(l f'irl. I,thtweell 
aiicl illisera1)ly ~ J O O ~ ,  tle])rli(lillg fur their esistellcr 01, tile rriilillz 
of sl~eel)  and l ~ ) ~ i c . s ,  : i i ~ t l  a sllli~ll traffic ill il1.11gs f1.0111 t l ~ e  llillS 011 

e i l l~er  side of tlie gorge. S d t ,  cottoil, clot11 aiid otl~ri .  su11plic.j a1.e 
brougll~ 111) 1)y 1)edlai.s fro111 ('1luilgl)a. 3lost of the \ 11lii~es are  
old fortifieil l)osts, as tlrc. iiilllles testii'y ; " Cllell ( ' I ~ l i l l l ~  " or 
" Gnarcl the l'Liver," " C l i i i ~ ~  I " " pacify t l ~ e  savages," ,kc. Tlir 
~ 1 1 0 1 ~  district ilowii to Jlaool~ou is 1iiio1\ 11 as the " ( ' l l i i ~  Rnan," 
or iliiile l~asses ; tlle road is always busy wit11 tea goills up :ind 
wool a1111 c1rng.s coi~iino clown fr~jrn kui~gl,'ai~. 

0. h l a ~ c l l o ~  IS 011 il ~11~lllfi1. '. fa " 01 l~lilill S O M ~   ti^^ lililes R(.YOSS ~ u o c ~ , o o .  
itnil s~~rrou~iileci  on id1 sides by a i l  airil~l~itlleatre of' i l loui~t~~ius .  
Tlle iliaill road coiiti~lues doaril tlie Vi~lley of the Mill for five btilges 
to 1Cuan Hsieil oil tlie edge of tlie C'liciigtu lllain. Hcre the 
Sungp'an wool and medicine traffic receives n large accessloll from 
the Cliiilese settlellleilt of Fu  Pien, 500 li froin Kilaii Hciell lo tllc 
west on the Ta Cllill liiver, ~vliicli is tlie I)oundary I~et\\eeii the 
I f a n  l'sn and the Thibetail countries. The pat11 of E'u l'ii~11 crosses 
a series ot lofty rnountaiils anrl is 10 days' jouriiey for n~erc~l~ai~dihc~ 
The tribes come out to Kuail Hsieil by this route but  are not 
allowed to speilcl a iiiglit ill llie city, s cai11l)iug grouncl being 
provided for them outside the west gate. C;oods for C'liu~lgkii~g 
are put  on sillall craft of 3,000 to 5,000 catties 1~tvdeii nn(l sent 
down rive]. to be transliippecl at  C l~ ia  Tiilg c~r  ('1ii;ing K'ou 
accordirig to the state of the water. 1 sllall return to the liltan 
Hsieii waterways later oil. 

As I iilteiided to cross tlie south of tlie liill conntry T left the T U ~ I V ~  t lw 
lllaiil road a t  i\faocliou ant1 tunling east traversed the barrier of Slllh 'Isucll 

H I \  rr. the hlaocllou plain by :in easy pass 6,200 feet 1iigl1, tllence tlie 
road dropped dowil into the snliling valley of 2Loa 'I'su 1"iiig 
wllellce the  Shill Tsueil River has its source. Tlle populntion is 
llow elltirely Chinese ,tho\~gh there are Illany u~ldoubteil desceiida nts 
of tile Jfan Tsu. After passing tlie coiisiderable market toir.11 of 
T'u &fell, formerly the seat of a T'u Ssu, the Shi Tsueii Xi\-er 
ylullges illto a series of gorges a i d  we cliillL along the llillsides 
lligll it .  The road, though a illere track, is muell frqllelltecl 
by 1)o~ters l>rillging tea fro111 h i  I<UO 1'ing alld ~ lo t l l ,  ~ c l t .  iilld 
paper frolll Jfien-chou. They hare  to return eiilpt!--ll:~ilded 
uilless tlley to get a load of drugs fi.0111 JLioclloa. 
gorges of the  Slli Tsue~l  River nre not SO rllgge(1 aS tllose of tile 



hIiii ;111tl Llio l~illsicles ~npyor t  i l  1i11.g~ l )~ l ) l~ l i~ t i c ) i~  01' fill'11iel~ ; itt'tt'r 
it J U L I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ Y  O[ 42 i~i i l t~s  f r~ i i i  ' l " ~  Jlch11 tli1*011gli ,L  \~11(1 > ~ i i ( l  l)t:i~~~til'tl] 

SIli Tjucn c o u r i t ~  weh i*ct~c.li the litllt. lisioii to\\,ii of S l ~ i  'l'suril, l ~ l ~ l l t  ill a 
Ifsien 11:irrow valley :iluilg tlie iiortl~ shle uf tlle river a t  a poiill wliere 

it recei\-cbs a siliitll altlueiit froill tlie Suilgl~'al~ ~ i iou~i tu i~ is  to Ilit: 
~iortli. 'l'lie to\\ ii Iius iiot nlorl: tlinll 5,000 iulinl)itiu~ts, but it is 
tlie ccut~,e of' s11pl)ly f'or a, li1rgt: sectioii of Ihe iiioul~lailioas country. 

sillall clunutity of very escellolit oyiii~li is yrocll~cecl. 'l'lie 
nznkiilg of " cliien IsI~," or carLouale of sotla, \vl~iuli tlie Cliilietie 
balterr use for jenst, is ii colisitlcrnhle iiitlustry illicl llic ili\liIrible 
iiieclici~ies coiuc: clow~i froill tile liills. Aiiioiig those iiot f;)uiid at 
Yl~ugp'i~n I ~loticetl :- 

I. ~'l iuaii  Hsiung, the root ol ;t " Le\\rislicuiii," used ns a uooliiig 
ii~ecliciiic. 

2. Nie Tuiig, Opliiopogoii Japonicns. T l ~ e  lilacuouu root is 
used for bilious patielits. 

A roucl leatls f'roiii Plii Tsueii over tlie riliigc ili\licliug tlie river 
fro111 tlic iiortll of the C'hciigt~i plaiii clesceiitliiig to AIL IEsieii 
(40 niiles) tlie first city 011 the fltlt, wlieilce the iiiiljurLaiit town of 
llieii (11111 Hsieii is reaclied ill olie stage. Aiiotlier roatl lecicls 
enst (lo\\ n t l ~ e  river to Lui I<nc; 1"iiis tlle iiiarket of tlic tea liills, 
where tlie Molianliuedans ]lave agelicies. 

F y  n little blastiiig a i d  dreclgilig the river coultl be liiade 
iiavlgable f'ronl Mien-chon as far as Shi Tsuen. Tlie few rapids 
tliat now prevent iiavigation are iiiostly of' sliiiigle not rock. Then 
if a feasible niountaiii traclc were to be inade clirect to Si~iigp'an, 
the jouriiey to Stuigp'uii ~voulcl be co~isiderably shorteiied and 
S11i T:;uen wonltl attract to itself a large share of tlie Changpa and 
I<uaii Hsien c:irryilig Iracle. 

Bnmboo The great siglit of' Slii Tsueil is its baniboo suspellsion hriclge 
hriclge. wllicli connccts the town with the C'liuiigpa iuld Lui l<uo Y'iiig 

road on tlie soutli of the river, spanning a clistance of 100 yards. 
This briclge is tlie best example that I saw of' a type peculiar to 
tliis dis t r~ct  and wliich deserves n 1)articnlnr clescriptioii ; ei61lt 
cables of 1)amboo strips woven together aiici of tlie thickiiess ot a 
man's leg are slung loosely aciaoss tlie river. 'L'lle cables are 
donblecl a t  Lot11 eiicls aiicl liitcliecl tlirongh 11e;ivy wooelen posts 
;vliicll are fixed ill iiiasoiiry, but ill such a iilaiiner that they can 
be turned rouud like a ~vincllass. The cables can thus be tiglileneci 
up. Pisecl ~uicler the cables at  iiiter\rals of I+ yarcls are cross 
girders lnacle of tliin strips of bainboo ~vhicli are brouglit up on 
both sides alicl iuacie fitst to a great bainboo cable about 5 feet 
ilbove the bridge, which tlius acts as a railing or billlister. The 
bridge is pavecl with rough hurdles ; i t  sways fearfully and a hill 
pony of mine wliicll hacl never seen such a structure before, laic1 
clown in the riliddle and hacl to be carried over by lilnin force. 

The Cll'ii Pollowiilg the Shi Tsue~l  liiver for 20 miles along the Lui Kuo 
route. 1"ing track we reach tlie foot of the Ch'u Shan a great mass, several 

feet higli, which blocks tlie way. The river takes a great beilcl of 
15 miles to tlie north and the tea road goes off lo tlic soutli, but 
tlie Cliuiigpa 1)ntli lends over the hill by a very rocky, slippery, and 



difficull track. Tlle tlesce~it of T, ~lliles l,tlgses i t  large ~ o ; ~ l  luiIle 
wbicll sul)ylies (Il~~ullgpn and l~riiigs 116 out a t  t,llc& 111al.lret of TIung 
lC'ou, sit,l~i~lecl nl tlre l~oillt wllere t l ~ e  river iiilully itjsues f ~ ~ j l ~ ~  the 
mo~a~itirit~s illto tlle irlaiil l ~ ~ ~ ) i i i  of t110 Fa11 1Civer. Tlle mouuhinh, 
iLli iltU'l11~~ banie~., l~encl away tu the ~lortll a1111 soutli, a d  all easy 
walk of 18 il~ileti t l~ruugl~ illdigo tields nnd 1~acld-y lands hi'jngs 
US LO C'h~illgljil. 

Cl'hul~gpa is o~le  of the most inq~ortant 111arts i ~ r  Sort11 SSII- ~s~,u, ,gl ,u.  
call'ut~u ; it is; a sill-dietriot city sul!iect, LO Cjlliang Yirl H.sle11, 50 
li to the i~ortll. 'I:lle tow11 is ~ihiated un an iela~ltl tunuecl Lly I \\.u 
;irniril of the lcuu Iiivei. ; tllc llouses are loaf uild 1u1eve111j. I,uilt, 
a i d  the streets irurl.o\i1 alrrl dirty. Ad,joic~iirp, Cl1u lrgl~a t~ tlre 
soutli-west i~ the I I I ~ L ~ L  of Sit11 110, tc1 tlie soutli-east tlre ~ I I ~ L I T ,  uf 
T'aip'ing, foilnli~~g olie large t o ~ - l l  of 18,000 inlrr~Lita~~ts ; l,ut an 
c:\[ery day ifi i l  illarltet day the sbreets are irl\vays cio\vdecl with 
country l>eol-'le. The trucle of (.'llungpn is snit1 to Ijc (111 the rluuline 
owiilg to llie illcrease of likin, but the town ninst always Lr, all 
important centre :- 

1. AH l)eil~g 011 the ~-lsill at tlrc jn~iction of routes t'iu)ni 
Sui~gl~ 'm~,  13-li'ou, Shi Tsueil, ni~cl otlier s111~1ler places ill tho 
hills. 

2. As beiilg tllc: lleutl of ilavigatiorr for C~lluiigliing craft ; ouly 
boats of 5,000 catties 1loweve1- can get up so far. 

2. As Leiilg tlie centre of a large agriculturnl dist~ict, riclr, 
dandy-populated, and which takes up large quautities of salt, 
mtive cloth, and foreign yarns. 

4. For two importarit speoii~l products :- 
(a.) Indigo.-Thie Aourislies g~eatly all round C'llungpti, the 

shrubs being large ancl the leaves of a very deep greeii. The 
furnnces and vaLs are r i d e  of rubble and stolies plastered over 
with liilie ; tliesc, vats are dug ill the ope11 fields by tlie I-oadsicle. 
Indigo is exported llortli to Ka~lsr~li aiid solitll to Cllunglti~lg; 
there is aleo a large constuliption in C'hungpa, whew 1 s a ~ ?  whole 
streets festooned with nttti\le clot11 filcshly dyed and hnn! 111) to 
dry. The price of indig? ill Chungkiug, where it  is sold i r l  lnrge 
tubs cantailling 200 o~ttlea, is 5 fC11 per cat@. 

( b . )  &'Fu Tsu," 011 aconite ; geizemlly sold in slices (" k'u 
1''ien ") ; t,lie 1'ic11 purple spiivtl flowers of this plant give s pleasant 
cl:mh.of colour to the country landscaye. The root \~liicli rese~liblw 
tlre horse radisli is a deadly irritaut poisol1 if taken in its iiatutal 
state ; a greasy juice oozes fro111 the root wlieii it is cut ; the 
Chinese expose it to heat, salt it, dry it  and cut it into slices, 
when tlre colonr turns to a greyish blauk. It is a very popular 
~liediaine with old nien, as it is said to sustain the vital onerFy ; 
as mu011 aa all ounce is prescribed at a dose, alld it  is usually 
cooked up with Ineat or fowl ; i t  is largely exported from Clunligl~~, 
and ladies with a grievance so~uetirnes choose the raw root as a 
llieal~s of suicicle. The local price is about 25 cash for an ounce. 

Cllungpa receives all kiilds of drugs froni a \vide area of 
country; the drug-sellers are in great force and have n street of 
hongs all to tllemselves. 



Fronl Cli~~iigpa to 3lirii Cllou is all cnny river jouruoy of 35 
iiijles ; both bwnks cleiisely cilltivatecl i11111 sliow every sigr~ of 
;I 11rOSppel'OUS l)~pllliltioll. 

Mien Chon. biiei~ Chou is a cleaii aiicl well-buill tow11 of about 60,000 
iiilinl~itniits situated 011 tlic maill nortli run11 to l 'ekil~g fro111 
Cl~engtu. The east wnll is protecteel fro111 tlit! river by a lrrincl- 
soine cobble buncl, the \~~iiter comniuliicntion is goocl, aiid Chung- 
];ill; call be reaclicd in six to seven cli~ys ill autunin. Tlie 
cl~nracteristic tracle is silk, aild i11 tlie cou~itry tllcre is a consicier- 
able cotton-~venviiiji inelustry ; in tlie s1iol)s tliert: is a l a l - ~ e  tlisp1;ty 
of foreign yarlis, and forei(y11 goods gcl~rrally seenl to Le 111 f,r\roii~: 

0. 
Tlie tow11 is a great einporiuin of Slic Huiig salt, alicl the display 
01' silks, filrs, f;iilcy st;~tinlic~ry, clrugs, iili~l geiiel~al goods testifies 
to tlle wcaltli ut' tlie elistrick. The title " IIsiilu Cllengtu," or little 
Clie~~?tu,  usurpecl by Cliungpa wonlcl 11e i i ~ u c l ~  illore fitly borne 
lly ;\Ilt.ll ( 'hou. 

IVlien I reaclled I l i e i ~  Cliou the ex-\'iceroy Ln was i11 the 
tc)\vii en route 1'01. l'ekiiig, and tlie two cliicl exanliners were 
expected the liest tlity fro111 Chengtu. I iilet their excellellcies 
ou tlie road ; besides four bearers: 18 soldiers were Iiarnessed on 
to their cliairs, ailcl they were surro~u~cled by n larger mob of riK- 
ri~fi' tlinli I liare ever seen attellding ail otticial : follo\ving them 
wits it train of 30 laclei: nlules aild 28 large double porter's loads ; 
i t  woulcl have been iiiterestii~g to 1 i l i 0 ~  wlint all these goods were. 
It appears that the examiners invesl all tlle moiicy they call in  
Ssu-cli'uaii drugs,.wliicl~ fii~cl n reacly ~narke t  in l'eking ; taxes en 
route arc, not psiel a t  all, ancl cost of cnrriiige is borne by the 
local oficirtls. This liilld of thing is 110 joke for the letter f~iuc-  
tiorlnries ; I was info~.mecl that tlie I'iceroy nilcl tlie examiners 
between then1 \~-oulil cost the Mien Cliou inagistrate soiile 2,OOV 
taels. 

~ i g h  road to The road froril Miell Chou to Chengtu is certainly one of the 
Chengt". bronclest ailcl best in Clliilu; 40 miles froni Rfieri Chou and 10 

froin the district city of Lo C'hiang the road crosses a low ridge, 
the Pni R l i t  ICuan, 200 feet above tlie level of the plain ; this is 
the clivicle l~etween the ]:on River basin and the plain of Chengtu. 
Frequent nlule trains froin the north are met, and the wheel- 
barrow traffic flows ill an aliilost continnous stream taking tobacco 
ant1 sugar froin bilien Clioi~. TG Yang Hsien, two stages from 
Mien Chou, is a town of aboilt 15,000 iuhabitants, surrounded by 
large sugar plantations and with some fine couiltry houses in  the 
suburbs. The next stage brings us to Hail Cliou, wit11 an esti- 
m:~t,etl populatioll of 45,000 and a great sugar and tobacco trade ; 
srnnll boats can get to this city froin tlie Lu Cl~ou River a t  high 
water. Hsiii Tu Hsien, a busy town nearly as large as Tb 
E'ang, is 15  miles froin Ha11 Chou and 1 2  rniles from the north 
gate of Chengtu. 

V.-~Votc O I L  t h e  Chenytu Pln.il~ n7l.d i ts  Irrigation. 

Gcogmphical The extraordinary fertility and dense population of the- 
descript,ion. Cllengtu plain have attracted the notice of all travellers ; the  



ubsvl~~tcly  flat coi~lltr). rouiril tlli~ eupit;~l is tlivitlc(1 frolll tile 
basill clt' the l'oir Iiiver 011 t l ~ u  eiist 1,y ;t ~.itlgc 55 lllllrs 1 . 1 . ~ ~ ~  
( l l ~ c i ~ g t ~ ~  by t l i t h  l'ekirlg roail (1'ai Ala Ktraiii; wllritk tile IligJI 
road ci.osstAs i t  t11c iiilge is, orrly 3 0  feet above tile l)lHill, bllt 
E~lrtl~er S ( J I I ~ , ] I  i t  I)ecuil~cs a coiisic1er;tl)le l'i~ilge. 

' l ' 1 1 ~  Feu bi~silr is 011 LI lower level t l la i~  Che1igtu, ;lllcl tile city of 
PIlirl~ Cl1ou (wl~icll is ~iorllr of C'l~ei~gtu ant1 tll~?l~cfole 1le:rlc.l- tllc: 
lreiitl of tlle watersl~ecl) is 200 feet, below C l ~ e l l ~ l u .  'l1Ile ( : l l e l l ~ t l l  
1)laiil :~guiir rises gradually to\~arils  its irul.tll ; r l r ( l  l l u l  tll. 
ex l r e~ l~ i t~e s .  The city of liuaii Hsiei~,  40 illiles ~rolt l~-\ \c. ; t  of 
C'lreiigtii, is 700 feet above is, tlrougll tlre lise is so gl.adual ,is to 
be quite i~lipcrceptible witliout olservillg tlie llo\v of tlre \vatclas 
wiril the baroilletel.. 

To t l ~ e  soutli n ~ i d  south-east a jouriiey of 30 illilc~s l,l-il~f;rs US 

off tlie plaiii iiito tlie lu\v liill coi~iill~y iirounil ('11ic.n C'IIOII; i l l  

the soutli-west corircr t l ~ e  lllain ilipa do\vn to Chiail:,* I<'ou 
(200 fBel belu\v (('liei~gtu 1, n irial8t wllere all llle various blanches 
of tlie Mill lliver are gcttlleretl i l i t ~  oiie btl't1iL111 ; 011 t l ~ e  \vest the 
plain is boalidecl Ly tlle Iiills o!r tlrc r ig l~t  1)lllli of tllc J l in  1:iver 
as fa]. as liualr Hsicii, li-oil1 ~vl~icl l  city tlie irioniita~ns tiend as](.:; 
to tlie iic~rtli-east, l):~ssilig 1)c.j ontl tlie large city of dlicn (l I rc1  

Hsien, wlricli may I)e terilletl t l ~ e  ilortll gate of tllc l ~ l a i i~ ,  tlrt; 
whole iiicludes ail itre& of about 2,500 square n~lles. Ik>icles 
Chengtu, wit11 its estiilinted populatioii of 400,000, tlrere are 110 . 
less tliail 1 5  distinct cities ill tlie l~lain,  of ~vliicli :~t least t\vu . 
(Hau Chou atid Miell Chou), colltaiii a t  least 40,000 ill11 i~ L' itairts 
eacli; besides this there are flourishing inarts a t  iiitervsls of 
4 or 5 rniles a10118 the iiunlerous roads wllicli intersect tlre plain ; 
two of tliese, Chiang IC'ou a t  the soutlierii exit of the pli~in, and 
Chao Cliia Tu a t  the liead-waters of tlre Lu Iii\ler, Leiiig reckoned ITatcrconl. 
anlong tlie principal comlliercial centres of the proviiice ; \vater m u u i c ~ t i o ~ ~ .  
comliluiiiciitioii witli the Yangtsc is soii~e~vhat defective except 
from C'liiaiig K'ou, but boats go dowil froill Iiilaii l-isien iii his11 . 
water, f'roin Cliao Chia Tu and from ('llengtu. Tlre p o ~ t  of 
Clieilgtu is outside tlie east g:rte, and s ~ l ~ n l l  " \Vll-fi~li " I~oats \\ itlr 
i~ capacity of 10,000-20,000 catties arc fiir the i~iost co:r~nroi~; 
~ m i ~ l l  " ICUU ~SLI,"  or house-boats, cnrryi~ig passenger; L~ i t  iiot ns 
a rule goods, itre also seen. l'reiglit a\.ernges 9 ci~sli a catty 
between (:hungking ail11 (:hengtu, n.l~ereas by lnilil i l  is as 1rii1c11 
as 50 cash. Tlie laildiilg place a t  Cliengtn is along ,z n:>rrow 
canal about 25 yards broacl, \vliere (early ill Noveiiibei.) I cou~lted 
about 100 JVu-fan aild 15 larger house-boats. Two irliles below 
the laucliiig-place tlie river eiiierges fro111 the sul)nrbs anti passes 
ullcler fine bridge ; froill this poilit tlre river broadells 
to 60 yards, but there are nnnierous shal10\\~ places, aird a t  lo\\- 
water boats have to content theillselves with hnlE-cnrgpes. 

TIle lllost strikillg feature of the plain landscape 1s the extra- Products - 
orclillary llulnber of \vell-built farnil~onsee, eltcli surrounded wit11 tllc l'lsiu. 
its vegetable g!irdeli, fisuit trees, u id  grove of bamboos, giving a11 
air of prosperity aliriost iiniclne i l l  China ; ~ie\vetl  fl-0111 the llills 
above I(uan Hsiell tile couritry looks lilie a grcilt for(%t Of i ' r c i~  

(1.16) C: 



trees. 3111~11 of llic li1ii(1 is o\viittd 1)y rc1i:;iotrs illid o~llel* 
corlx)raLio~is ill Cllengtr~, I)11t it is ill1 cut u l )  illto very siiiall 
farms, tlicl cl~ief products of tlie 1)luiir i11.t. :- 

1. Silk near ('lieiigti~ ailcl to tlrc so~~t l i -wesl  a t  ('lriaii K'oa. 
2. Tobi~cco fro111 l'i IIsit~ii, ( 'hill Ti\l~g, Ctc., ti \ e1.y 1,1iye 

procliictio~~. 
;{. Slisnr fro111 ]Inn L'liou mitl Te Yi111g 
4. liapeseed oil fi~oni Iillitll Hsitlil i l ~ r c l  tlie i!c~rlli-\\.est. 
5. Alieii ( 'hn  Hsien 1)rocluccs p;1l?er, illclip, aii(l till() tlol.ir. 
6. 1\9ost iiirl)ortilirt of iill. larqe supplies of' rice ooii~o l'roiil 

Cliiri T'i1115, also froill I'ci~g IIsicil, liuixli Hsieli, and tlie 1101 Lh-west 
of Llie pli~i~is.  

Irrigation of Tlir. wl~ole of lliis ~ i . c i ~ t  all11 rich l~o l~u ln t io i~  c l~~l)c l i t l~  for its 
the eastof the existelice oil irligntion \vorl;s, ~vitlrollt \v l~ ic l~  t'lie e i~st  :111ci \vest 
plain. of the l>lairl wor~lcl I)e i~ nl:lrsIr nucl t!ie nortli n \vulerlcss tlcsert ; 

the east of tlie l~laill is \vatcrccl Ly llle i i u n ~ e r o ~ ~ s  strcnius, 01' \vl~icli 
thc  liiost i~nl)or tn~rt  are t l ~ e  J,on aird tlie Miell Yalig lii\'tbrs, wliicl~ 
wit11 tlleir ti-il)ilt;iries, tlosceiitl fi.o~ri the liills ro~ultl A11 Hsieii, 
and flowing tlirougll t l ~ e  country bctneeii Lo ('liinirg ant1 Hsin Tu, 
join together a t  Ohin T'nng to forill the I.o S l~n i ,  otllcrwise kriowi~ 
as the T'o Ijiver. whicli tlebouches illto tlic Yttngtse lti\.er ; ~ t  
Lu-Clion. During tlie sninmer tllc ~ ~ i s l i  of water clo\vii tliest? 
streallis is great, as is pro\lecl Ly tlic large sllirigle aiicl si~ii(1-bn~:lts 
fornletl in places where the b~uitls have giveti way. 2:et\v1:eii 
Hail Cliou aiicl C'lleirgtu, :L tlistfiiice of 30 iliiles, ]lo less tlrnu 
14 bridges are crossecl, ant1 I gather that  sollie of tlie s t r c ~ ~ ~ i l s  
tvliicll tliey spa11 are :~rtificial, I ~ n t  tliey are a11 banked nl), in  
s o u ~ e  places 1vitl1 earth clylie~, alicl i11 otliers with stones plasterecl 
togetlier or pacl<ecl ill baiiiLoo baskets, to such an exteilt tli;il! it  is 
iilil~ossible to say ~v l~ ic l i  are natural and ~ v h i c l ~  are iiltificinl 
cliniinels; the principle evider~tly lras beell to brcalc tlre force 
of tlie va te r  by l)rov~diiis it with ils iliniiy cliaiiiiels as l~ossiblr ; 
lsesicles tliesc iliaill clinnnels there is a grant iiet-~\lorlt of clcey 
cr0.w tlitclws, avt~ragilig 5 yarcls I)~-oatl, by \vl~icli water is coiiductecl 
to e\.erJ7 field t l l i ~ l  r t ~ ~ l ~ i i i ~ e s  i t  ; a t  frequeiit intervals water gi~tes 
wit11 low dams i1l.d crectetl 1)y ~vliicll tlic water wlieu i t  fnlls to a 
certain level, sliuts itselE off. 

K ~ i a i ~  Hsien Tlle \vorlis a t  ICunil Hsi,$r~ on tlic west edge of tllc pl:& ( 1  20 l i  
il'l'igation. from tlie west p t e  of (:hengt~t) cleserve for their iirgenriity and 

simplicity ancl utility to llc r-anl.;ctl anlong the fiinst pnblic works 
of Cliina. d re1ial)le trnclitioil i~scribes the comi~ieiiceinei~t of tlle 
work to Li l'iiig, tlic tirst " t'ili sllou," or liereclitnry goveruor 
of (Jlleiigtu, wlio n7:ts al~pointecl I)y t l ~ c  Ch'in, after tlley lind 
overtlirown the al~original Itiiigdom of Shu, aiid the  colliplction 
of the work to Ti l'ing's son;  it is satisfactory that  tlie Kuan 
Hsicii irrigiition is not attributed lo tlie great Yu, about whom 
so illany i'al~ulous stories arc currcnt i11 the l,rovince, ancl \ilho is 
popu1:lrly worsliippetl us the Lord of tlie Waters ; for we could 
not bul be reluctniit to accel~t stories a13011t a rr~aii ~ 1 1 0  was bori1 
in three 1)l:tces and (lied in  as inany niore. 

The o1)jecls wliich tlie nncient engineer seems to have set 



before liiniself were (1) to p r e \ w t  an rtxceuivc ru s l~  i f n:iter 
down the \\,el;l of tile plain ; (2) to il-rigate tllc 110rt11 ct'lltre 
of the plaiii; (3) to eH'ect this by connecting the u7atels11ecls of 
the Mill and Lu liivenr Ly streams across the plaills. 

The city of 1Cuan IIseill is sit~iated a l  the poillt \ \ l r i i r e  tllc 
Mill River issues holn ;i i~ lag~~i f ice i~ t  gorge 011 to tlie plaill. TIlc 
west bank of tlie river is friilged l ~ y  high i ~ ~ o u ~ ~ t a i n s ,  a ~ l d  t l i e  c.;l~t 
Lank is separated fro111 the west wit11 of t11e city Ly a 11i~11 111 uit '  
which runs south beyond tlie city i n h  tlie plain for aluut 200 
yards. Jus t  uilder the south-west coriler of the city an artilit,ial b i f l c d  
gorge (A on t l ~ e  plan) al~out 100 feet deep has been cut tllrc~ugll gorge and 
the living rock. Through tliis gorge a copious stt-ei~ln about 40 ch~nne'. 
yards broad llas Leeu diverted c+nstwarcls at  right angles ilolll 

(B) the 11iai11 slreain of tJie ri\ er ; tlie tail of t l ~ e  cliff' (C) liav 
thus been left like an islaucl, surrounded to tlie nol*tl~ allcl \vest by 
water, ancl tlle east ailci sout l~ 1)y the ylail~. Tlie plabi dips 1 lo~11 
to tlie east ailrl soutli (thot1;;11 tliis is not perceptible to tile iliik(~d 
eye), t l i~ls a l3ilrt of t l ~ e  water of I?, foiled in it8 efTort to gu  bor~t l l  
partly L)y tlie cliff (C) nncl l~artly hy the big dyke (l)), t;)i 111s ;I 

whirlpool uiicler tlie cliH; ailtl tlien r~ is l~ ing  out of tlie gorge (A), 
1.~11s like ;I Illill r;tce l ~ i s t  tile sollth gate (1'). l-hltl~ sides of  he 
chnullcl me strol~gly l)u~iileil wit11 sto1]chs l~~tclrcd i11 baliil~uo 1);l-1;~~s. 
.Just east of tlic soiitll p t e  this strenin is :irlilici;llly tli\,itlc.tl illlo 
two channels, on2 of \vllich (P) flo\r7a across tlle plain to ~11r s ~ u t l ~  
gate of Chengtu, aucl tlie other ( G ) ,  n i~~ igab le  in s11l111l1c.r for 
timber rafts, Hows to the north gate, and is connuctetl \\ it11 F 1)y 
the navigable streall1 which flows under the cast wall of Chengtu. 
The high road from Kuan I-Isien to Che~igtu thus pases  I~etwcen 
the two channels F and G. Bet\veeu Kuan Hsieii a i d  P'i lisien 
(22 miles) these two strealils are couilccted Ly L\vo ininor cl~annels 
flowing froill F to GI i . c . ,  fro111 soutll to iiortll across tlie liigll road, 
but the bulk of the water that collies througll the gorge is tliverkd 
past the east gate of tlie city, and away to the north-east (c l~al~nel  
H on the l)lan), passing between the cities of P'eng llsiell nlld 
Ch'ung Niiig Hsieii (each 20 miles fro111 Kuan Hsiei~ to t l ~ e  NN.E. 
and N.E. respectively). Flowing across the whole of tlie plain 
and  irrigating it as i t  goes, this iillportai~t cllailnel joins the upper 
waters of the Lu Iliver all the city of Hsiu Tu, 12 liiiles to the 
nortll-east of Clliengtu, thus conileclillg t\vo distinct watel.sheds. 
Tlle cllnllilels w a r  Kuaii Hsieil are certainly itrtificial, L~ut furtller 
to the east uclvantage lias probably been take11 of natural lvtlter- 
courses. I may ndtl bllat the latesl uiap of China (Bretschneiclel.) 
has got these streams all wrong. 

1,i I'iug beclueatlied to posterity as the principle of regulatiiig A n n d w o d  
the waters tile two s~ntences,  " Sheu t'ao t'an, ti tso yen," i.c., &'dig ot the dpk* 

the cllallnels deep aud nlnlie thc dykes low," that is, lieel) the 
water a t  its natural level, a principle which if it had Lwen iippliccl 
to the Yellow River would have saved untold misey  and loss. 

Just below the point where the Min issues from the iiiouuluins 
it sends off a subsidiary stream (I). Advantage is takeli of thid 
t o  construct a movable barrier (K) consisting of a series of tripods, 
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each liii~tle of tllrce ~:11~liiigs 15 fret Iiigl~ liislictl togt~tlrer a t  tlic* 
t o l ~ m i ~ t l  fixed in tlic* becl of tlie river. 'l'l1c1sc arth tl~tlu fillet1 up 
with I,:~uiboo baslcets full of lai*ge stones, the gre:~L tlykc ( I ) )  is 01 
a, siliiilar cliuracter; tlli; is tl~rowli slaiit-wise ;iclro:;s tlio iticzilt 

strcill11 a t  tlie rrio~ttti of t l ~ r  golge (A), \\ itli llie ol)ject of driviiig 
tlie water iuto tlie gorge. 111 tlie ~ilc)~itli 01' hrc>vt~~~ibt~r,  \vlie~i ilie 
water is sullicicntly lo\\., the Sliui Li Fu cir l~refect  of tllt: water- 
ways, wlio is resiclent a t  I<uaii l i s i e l~ ,  atit1 I ~ a s  tlil.c.cL colitrol of tlic* 
works, set to \vorlc to 11ial;c tlic wester11 Iii~lf of tlie barrier (K). 
Tliis sliuts off the wiltel* fro111 tlit. sltbsitliary c l l i l ~ l ~ ~ l  (1). ( 1 )  is 
tlieii dug out for ;t c1ist;~nce of Lliree-cll~arters of :I i ~ ~ i l e ,  i~ircl t l i c b  

~ t o ~ i e \ \ . o ~ l i  is pulled to pieces nlicl careliilly rt~slorctl. 'I'l~o west 
I i i11f  of t,he barrier (10 is then rei~lo\~ecl, nlid llie ~USLHI-11  linlt' is 
co?~st~.uctt.tl. This turiis the water 1)ncli to (I), nlid sliuts i t  oft' 
frolil tlie l i i i l i l i  ~IIiLllilel (I :) ,  allel i l l  C O 1 I E i B ~ ~ 1 1 ~ 1 l C ~  fl.ol11 tlie gorgt? 
;111tl it.; tlirce c l i ; ~ ~ ~ ~ i e l s  (F), (G) ,  (El). All tlic cl1~~111lels (I:) ,  (F), (G), 
( H )  ale tlleii cai~efnlly c lus  out for :i clistaiice of ;1bo11~ tl11.cc-cluarters 
of iiiilc. Fro111 5 to G feet of ginvel illid sa~iil,  tlie ucculii~lliitio~r 
of the year, is rellloveil. 111 tlie i~iitlllle of tlic gorge n1.e tliree 
iroli pill:~rs placcd flat 011 tlle l)ottoli~ of tlie s t r e a i ~ ~  ; olic is clnteth 
Hsieii Feiig, olie is ot' the l l i i ig  tlyl~asty, ailel one lins no\\: 
vnni:l~ecl altogetliei-. T l ~ e  object ot tliese 1)1llitr~ is to 111ai-lc tlie 
11rol)er level of the streanl, all11 tlie workn~eu 1ia1.e to tlig clown to. 
tlieiii :lnd 110 further. The great clylie ( I ) )  is rcpnired, ancl tlir 
stone 1)uncls along tlie various cliailliels are elltirely renio\red arid 
re~lacecl ils stror~gly as possible. 'l'lins year after year for 2,000 
p ;~rs l i lns  Li l'iiig's nlotto been car~iecl out. 

Hy the r ~ ~ o n t h  of Marcli, wlieii water is recluircd for tlie paclcly 
fields, all is ready and tlie " clnus e s  nlacliinh " in  the persoil of 
the 'l'notai frotii Chengtu nl)llearS 11130n the scelie ; he soleinlily 
receives n present of 200 taels fro111 tlie t \ ~ o  iiiitgi~trittes of (Ilieng- 
tll for l~is  espeilses ; tllen lle l)erf'or~ns cereiilo~iial tlevotions a t  
Li Pilig's teliiple ( L  or1 tlie l)litil), and tlien lic orders tlie Li~rrier- 
I< to I)e reniovecl. 

A t  this jnllcture his attenclauts are su1)posecl to tli~sli a t  the 
\+ ater ancl urge it forward \\.it11 strokes of the l~amboo : the l l i r k  

tlius li:~steried in its course, ruslies bacli into i t s  mtti~i clialinel, 
and the gorge (A)  with all itc cllannels (I?, GI slit1 H), arc, a t  once 
filled with the iertilising streani wllich is poureel over the whole 
plain. 

Tlie ol)ject of tlie great bun11 (1)) is to secnre a sllficient supply 
of water tllrougli the gorge. If the water rises very Iiigh i t  flows 
over tlie L,lrrier alitl tlowli to the sontli; ii gauge is cut in  the  
rock in tlie lliitltlle of the $ol.ge,.rnitl i l  can Le seen i ~ t  a glance if 
too inucll or too little water ts coii~ing in. l in t  a, liitcli \ ,erg 
rarely occurs. 

Tlie T'iceroy, Ting l'ao Uheng, tlie pl-eclecessor of' tlie llotorious 
h i ,  got iiito trouble by 11i;tlcing tlie big clylte too l~igli  \rlien lie 
repaired it, with the result that  too much water carlle tllrougll 
the  gorge, aiitl the plain was floodeel. 

Two special Conllnissioners came down from Peking to se t t ls  
up the trouble that  ensued. 



l'lie tt:ill])le (L) CTechrtl ill Ilollollr o f  Li I'illg iiIollg tllr si(le of Temple of 
&lie cliff; liear the ]~oiilt wllc:le tile Tllil~ct lwtl carotises tile ~.i\-t.r by Li Ping. 
n light \)icllil~oo ])ridge, is certailily tllc: iilol;t bcaatiful 1 11ii \ , ( .  yel 
scoil ill China; tlle I)uildings are kept rjcrul~ulously cleali: the 
1.1iiel' rsllrilles to Mr. ailtl Rlrs. Li I'iiig nl i ( l  tlieiia son, tllc " Er11 
JYallg," i.esl~ecti\,ely, literally Idaxe wit11 c-olo~u~etl 1acc1l c:r aild 
gorgcous l);~iiitiiig. Every availaljle cor~ici in fillet1 wit l i  111,1ro1.:1ry 
i~lticl-iptioiis l)reselite~l l ~ y  past Vicc1.o~~ aucl otllcr 11igl1 ofiic.i;ils ; 
while before tllo ililages are Iiui~g t11e bailners give11 1 I). the 
E111peror ; Li l'ing ailtl llis tlesceilrlelltti elljoyed tllr post hu 111oub: 
title of Wang or l'rince. 

Tlie galleries i n  frolit of the sllrinerj are exquisitelj, car\-e,l 
with laccl11ei.etl f'i.etwo1.1~ ; tlie selltellces " Sliei~ t'ao t'illi t i  t,so ~.t ' l l"  

are all over tlle teillple, e~ecut~ecl ill \.al,ious tlesiglls of \t-c~c~clwork 
autl caligrapliy. Oile of tlle at!joiniiig slirilles is 1liu(;11 f ~ . r ~ ]  ueiite~l 
I)y bai.ren \voirleil, imtl tlle walls of tile colirt arc elllilael~. \wills- 
c.o:ttetL Ly i~rscript.ioils give11 Ly tliose \vlio 11:lve Lc-conle t11r 
joyfnl inotllers of cllilcll.eil. 111 ailotlier court Cliere is it huge teak 
tree \vllicll it rerlnires illore t11;til three 111el1 to span. At  tlie Lack 
of  tlie 111iii11 shrine i L  series of graceful l)aviliolis : L I N ~  tlili~lty 
~lliiiarets, erectt~tl c.lliefly a1 tlie c11ai.ge of lriceroy 'i'iug, u~ccncl the 
cliff iiucl are lost niilollg the fine trees t,llat crow11 tile \11111init. 

Tlie telnple is occul)ied by about :I0 Taoists. 11 sin;~llc~:. teli~plr 
to Li Ping's son, is perched on the top of the cliff (C), 1u.t ;cl),,\.t. 
the whirlpool in the gorge; this is a fa\rollrite suniiiler ro\ort for 
$he people of Kuau Hsien. 

I aril indel~tecl to Mr. Graiiiger, now resitlent at Kua~i  Hsien, for 
;an explanation of what I saw when inspectiag tlie ii.rigatio11 
works. 

During iiiore than t\vo months' travel I was only ir~sliltecl I J ~  Friendly 
natives twice, allti on ljotll occasioils by Tamell uudel l~n~. ;  ; tile dispsitiou 
people of all classes I: fomnd to be prticularly frientlly ; uf colLrse, ~eople.  
crowds of tlie cixrious gathered i11 places wllere u foreigiier 
is rarely see11 at all, and iiever in foreign dress, \jut t l ~ e  
crowcls were ii1varial)ly orderly. l\lissionaries resideilt ill tlie 
iilterior uriailiiliouslp report the saine state of affairs. Kve~.y\vli~re 
they entertain good social relations with the belrter cli~ss of 
Chinese, who have 110 sylnpathy whatever with rioting, i l l \  ici-iably 
:$he work of a siuall body of criniinals, or very ig~iora~it 1,ersons 
instigated by the officials. The Ssu-cli'uanese are certainly very 
law-abiding. The criminal class seen1 to be collfined to ( Iien_~tli 
2nd one or two of tlie larger cities. Great sunls of silver arc. 
carried about the roads as far as Suiigp'an or Tacliieiil~~ i l l  ],c.rii.ct 
safety. I callle across 88 loads of specie 011 tile road fro111 I i \ ~ i t ~ i g  
Yuen ; i t  was pal-cied 1)y half-a-dozen illen wit11 rusty s~) i~:~rs ,  i111cI 

two old geiltleineli asleep in seclail chairs. 
Large quailtities of cash are also exposed 011 o1)eii stalls i l l  t l l ~  

streets, a practice whicll \voulcl be utterly out of the cluestion ill 
Gantoa, not to iilentioll cities in Europe. 



Intelligence 1: notice t l l ,~t [lit. I3lackl~unl ( ' o i ~ i i ~ ~ i h ~ i c ) ~ ~  C ' O ~ I I ~ J ~  I ~ I I  of t l l ~  
of commercial cliflicult~ uf extracting iiit'ornlatiou irol~l 1 1 1 1 c r 1 1 t i 1  111 t l i ~  
claeeee. part of Ssu-cl~'ua~i wliioli 1 ti-nverscd, 111~' C X I ) C I ~ L ~ I I ( ' ~  I\ a s  \-cry 

different, ullcl 1 \\.us nsketl fitl. 1llort. c]1lestiulr:, t l~ i t~ l  I ( ' o I I ~ ( I  ~ L I L S \ \ ( ~ ~ ,  

especially ai)ouL 'l'liil~tht (a sul;ject of' \cry (~ch1ic.1;11 c3ol~\ chi satio~i i l l  
'7 

S ~ i ~ - c l l ' i ~ ~ t i ~ ) ,  f'urtbig~i (~c)iiq)a~iit~s, o l ~ e ~ i i l ~ g  ot l i ~ i l ~ ( ~ ~ ,  ~ t ( ~ : 1 1 1 1 t ~ r ~ ,  tilit1 

rilil\yays, iil~cl price of foleigli goutis. 
1 l)eliuve tl~iit tllerc is a \L itlc~s1~rracl tlesiir Tor l \ i ~ o \ ~ l e ~ l g t ~  ol' 

forelgu oltiiirs ant1 co~llllitrcc aulol~g i L  I I I I ~ I I I J L ' L  of i l r l~~ ' t l t~ ' (1  ~)OYSOI IS  

in Ssu-cli'c~'ul. Tllis i:i cl~ieliy to L)c attril)utc.tl tu tlicl ivorl, of tllc. 
I'roLt~hti~lit ~~l i ss ic ) l i i~~*ic~~ \I 110 l i i ~ \  e sl)rcatl itleas th;tt ~ v c ~ ~ ~ c ~  ntte181y 
I I ~ I ~ ~ L L O \ V I I  1 ) ~ I ~ ) l t ~ .  

1 E tlie iut~rchailtr a1111 ci~1)italisLs (auc1 there 111rlsl Ile 111uc.11 
citl'ital l~icltleli awa\. in the co~ullry I~ousc?s of Sstl-c~l~'ilan) coultl 
clel)ei~tl 011 1112 good will or eye11 tlie i~cwtrality of tlrtl otlicials, 1 
feel sn1e t!~al coiil1);~uies \you111 be sti~ltetl, i~litcl~ii~eiy ii~ti~o~lucc~cl, 
aiitl ~ t l l e r  steps taken 111 the cliiectioil of 1)i-o#rcss. 

1gnol.unce of I tlu iiot, liowcver, wisll to cxaggeri~tr tliis teutle~icy. ?'htb 
nla~ses.  iilercl~nl~t class llas Ihut little iiitlneilce ill Ssu-c11'11nl1, lvllerc: tlle 

ricll iiiall is nl\ \ajs tlic "tit lii111g fu," ur great la~idlorcl ; and 
in~iollg tllc inasses of ig~loiant people the illost al,sul*cl nlltl wicked 
riuilours gain reatly creclence, especinlly wl~eii sucli rulllonls pro- 
cecil (as  they ~~sucilly (lo) froin the yaiu6ns. 

M'hcn I :lrrlvecl ia  r a o  Ning Fu ,  illy single C'hinese atteiidant 
iv;~s niagllifietl by 1)opular runlour illto 30 forcigii soltiiers. A 
illissioliary itrrivecl in tlle sillile place i11 a. ])oat with s t o ~ e  aiicl s 
sto\-e-pipe ; i t  \\,as a t  oilce lioisecl abroad t ! ~ n t  a rte;~mer llad 
arrived. A wicle-spreacl ten-house rumour lias it tliat the 
Ei111~eiur of liilshiil 11as becollie a Coiifucinn, 11:~s erected a temple 
t u  the sage, aiitl liits sent to l'ekin for a I):ttch of Haiilins to  jlistruct 
liini. 

111 \-,lrious places I was iiiforillecl that tlie fall of the Viceroy 
Lu was tlne to the British Rliniste~~, n-ho 11:11l iilsistecl on tlle 
clisulissal ot' an othcial with a forward policy in Thibet, the prc- 
sullll)tioll being that Ei~glaiicl wants Tllibet herself. ~ I O I  e serious 
are tlie e~w-rec iurent  reinours that foreisners kidiial~ i~iicl clevour 
chililren. 

I firn1ly l~elie1-e that these rnmours are set about clliefl y by 
Yam211 underlings. The ninjority of the people haye n large f~ul t l  
~f coi~linoli seiise, but they are ilnpulsive, ignoraiit, and accept 
alriiost any tale tliat coriies froin ofticin1 sources, ant1 so such 
rumours get about. It is qllite certain, as several receut cases 
1ia1.e proved, that a good official can extiilgnisli tliese runlours 
iiumecliately, if llc has a liiiiicl to. 111 one town near Clleugtu 
tlie LilLy-eatilig ruinous had circulated for seveii or e i ~ h t  rlioilths 
and tlic nlissioilury's positioii was allllost intoieral)le, till one day 
he l~appeileil to hear some rascals i11 an opinni-saloo~~ crying out : 
" Tliert! goes the foreigner after children." Heins thus able to fix 
oile cletiilite Iiouse whence the troulde came, the iiiissioilary 
~yromptly infornled tlie officials and sent word to Cl~cngtu, where 
tlie Viceroy was inforiiiecl OF the matter. The next (lay an express. 



cnrl,e tlo\vil f l -o~ l~  the Viceroy. l'lic local ofticial soizc*ci tile c,piulu 
fialo~il, illade its o\\lilers go s t$c~~r i ty  for all tlle bid cli;tr;lctcl*s 111 

llle l)lacdt*, t ~ n d  sent rollilcl a 1)roclainntion, prowisin; 1,000 I)luws t o  
H I ~ ~ O ~ I C W ~ I O  ~aici that foreigi~ers 1iidilapl)etl c1rildrt.11; t l ~ c  
i~~n lou r s  clietl out irnii~ediately and I-la\.e never si~lcc bee11 1-e~lewed. 

Tlle strict orclers give11 1)y ex-Viceroy 1,u :ire u~rdouLtctlly %he Ordere of 
cause of' the 1~ret;ent state of ail'airs ; cases like tlle i~l,o\re ctrll\.ince Viceroy for 
1110 tllat niiloilg a 1)eol)le ~o ~r~ilcl ailtl frie11CIly 110 i'iuts c:111 ever of 

fureignerrr. 
take l~lkice exceljt a t  the cliroct iiistigutioll of tlle officiu1.s. At 
peseilt  111aliy of t l ~ e  local ofticinls t i l k i~~g  tlleir CUC? fi.0111 ~ l ie i r  
chief go so i'nr as to l)ay visit:; to iilissiollnries, invite tlre~lt to 
tliililer, kc. All the oflicinls tliat I saw repe;~tedly told me that 
they were very afraid of nuy trori1)le wit11 joreigl~ers 011 accol~~i t  of 
tlle lyicei~oy's ~ i lge r  \vl~icIi tlley wonl(1 be cei*ti~ili lu  illcur; Lu ,gave 
his l~ersoilal i~ t t e i~ t io i~  to tlle protectiol~ 01' folriyiiers. (_)I] oue 
occasioi~ solllc! solclicrs i~nlusecl tl~eniselves by firing bIa111< cart- 
ridges illto a niissioliary cc~~i~l )c~u~i t l  a t  CllengLl-1, t l ~ c ~  Yirneroy 
lieartl of it, allcl :rll so1diel.s were i'c)rl~icldeii even t9 enter tlle street 
on ~vlticli tlie coiill)oii~id \\-as situilletl, tl~ougli i L  was tllc clirect 
roatl to t l ~ e  ~ ) i~ l . i t t l~  groul~cl. 1 t ia ilot ilecessary to s])eculiiti~ wllether 
1,~'s 1)olrcy n7:r.; tlirectecl 11y llis ow11 sy!~~lxitlliee, liis preclecessor's 
fate, 01, t l ~ c  rvcollectic~~~ oi' tlle llenvy inrlei~li~ity 1~:~itl to tlie 
3.lissions EtrailgCres, 1 ~ 1 t  it is to be llopecl t l~n t  his successor will 
follow ill his steps. 

No foreigner-can travel about Ssu-cll'unn rnitlloi~t the ul~wel- E y c o r ~  for 
come " lrotection " of one OF I I I O ~ C  Yailli'i~ ~.l~illlers 1\~11o follow foreiguera. 
the traveller's footsteps froi~i Hsieli to lisieli, tliis 113s IIOW 

become quite a rnatter of " old cnstoi~i " in Ssu-cli'uaii, l'unnitr~, and 
I<r~eicliou, but not, i believe, in any other province. A t  every 
district city tlic traveller's yassport is dei~laildecl nncl solc.~~inly 
copied i'i-on1 beginning to eild ; ill soine towiis \vliere niissioii~tries 
are continnally passiirg tliis I T ~ I I S ~  be quit(! i l  serious c2dclitic)ii to 
tlic clerical labour of tile Yamens, pcrlinps niany yews lleilce sollie 
genius aillollg Clliilese clerks illay iliake the sulyrising tlisco\-ery 
that  passports issued to the ~uljjecta of the snilie n a t i o ~ ~  are 
coucliecl ill the sallle language, a1111 tl!at is luiiiecessnry to copy 
ont eacli c1ocn1nellt.l If ,  as frcqueiitly llappens, the traveller 
tnrn off before reaching the Hsicii city, the runnel-s noiic Ilie 
less: go on \vil,llout lliiii. The Hsieii issues n11otl~c.r '' su11g l)iao,'" 
01. escort ticlict, and tlie protectors gu  on to the uest Hsien 
eitller " protectillg " a traveller wllo is a day's illarc11 011 al~eatl, or  
\\-hi) perllaps llas ne\.er passed that way at all. 

Though lligllly disagreeable ail11 inclined to be iusolelit bchinci 
one's back, tlre runners Iia\~e, I snpl~ose, to be ellduretl Ly foreigu 
tra\-ellers, it is not easy to protest ngaiiist their l)rtlseilce 
except wlleli there are more than two of tl~elll ; a greater ill~ruber 
I llave never tolerated because of the clailger that tliey will 
extort goods fro111 tile inn-keeper in the foreigner's name. 

As regards trade p r o s ~ ~ t s  in S S L I - C ~ I ' L I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  it St?t'lllS to 1l)C tllilt TmIe 
the basirl of tile chia Lillg I<i\-er a1111 the colllltry to the enst of i t  l ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ t * .  
is (witll tlls elceptioll of the eolner moi~d Wnu Hsiell ~ l l d  I a i u ~ ~  



Shan, uiicl perliaps :I l'cw 1)laces i11o11g the l'a~lgt.;e) 1-ery 1rcwr i l l  

spite of clcilsc cull~\.iitioii : ~ i i c l  popl~latio~l.  '1'11(1 1)t~rl)lc sceili to 
lack all enelagy ailcl iicbitlier w a l ~ t  lior cbi t i l  l ~ i y  fol- iii~ytliiii:_: 111at 
i s  riot of 1)iirely 10(~~11 procluc-tioii c1cel)l toiile c*oLtc~~~, 1)11t it' \ k t h  

lilay regarc1 tllc present crlr1.ciic.y trotrblcs :is tellll)or:~ry ol~l!., ~1ic11 
1 tliilik it nlay be said that  t l ~ e  Xli~l, Ille F'crt~, i t ~ l t l  t l ~ c  Yi~i~cts, .  
above Cl i~ i l ig i i i~~s  eeliclosc tlie l o t  i i ~  L L I ~ c I ~ v c L o ~ ) ~ ( I  CUII I -  

mcrcial area iu ( > l i i l ~ i i ,  per11:ips in tlie worlcl ; tllc 1)col)le iiot only 
i n  tlie Chei~glu pli~iii ;1iit1 tile rtlieii ('lioo clisli.ict, but iilso 111 tile 
sa l t  well districts ancl ~uuncl (,!Ilia 'Sills nucl St11 l;u, ar,: c\t~*c!ilicly 
grosperous autl well-to-(lo, niicl I feel sure i t  is oilly the gelic~lal 
.igi~orance of L'oreigli !;oorls i~iicl the ext l .e~i~c clittictilty ot' gettilig 
&hein tliat 1)rcveiits i i  largely iiici-casecl ~ ~ I I S I ~ I I ' , .  E'oieiglici-s 
c71icl natives 111 tlie iiiterior lia\~t: f~*ecluciilly rt:iii;~rliccI to iiie that  

Clotton ckoth it is  iiiiposslble to get goucl fore~gu cloi11 itt :illy C L L S ~ ~ L L I C ~  l'roi11 
brirde. Ch~1iglii1ig. ,411 cllorlllo~ls lllajorily of t lie grtbat l)ol)uliitioll of 

Ssu-cli'uaii i.; c l a~ l  entirely ancl all tlie year r o~~ i r t l  111 cotton, yet  
tlie iliipo~*t of foreigri cottoll 1)iecc goocls oiily ;l\rel.iL:_:es 2!)8,0001. 
per annui~i ,  of \vliicli a col~slcler~ible l ~ i r t  goes to I r ~ i ~ i l i : ~ ~ i  niicl 
Kueichoa, two tliiiily populatetl lrut co t to~~less  l~rovii~ces. 
Foreign yariis, liowevcr, ]lave becoriie tllorouglily estiil)l~sl~eil in  
tlie Face crf r isi l~g prices, aiicl the iiiipoi.ts l ~ , ~ \ r e  ;~\.rrnged 
18,000,000 lbs. a-yeilr for tlie last tllree years (iuclll~lillg I\ lint goes 
to  Yuiii~nii allel Kueic.110~ ) I t  is to be relnarliecl t h l ~ t  n very 
large l)rol)ortion of tlie foreigii yarliq 1 lilave lie,lrcl t\\ (1-tliirds as 
an est i l~~i l tc  (70 up tile Fou liiver, niitl to otlier plact3s ill tlle cliiei' '. 
cottoll-gro\\iug clist~icts of Ssu-cli'il;~n, nrlricll iiiuy be roughly 
cletiiieci iis a squ:Lre piece of country Iia\,ing its four corners a t  tlie 
towrls of S I I ~  Niug nlid Tiug Cli~uan 011 tlie Feu River to tlie east, 
a n 1  the to\\.iis ot Cliieii Chou and T s i ~  C'lion 011 the: LIL River to 
the  \ve:t. 'l'lie clot11 iiiercliiliits and pedlars ~vllo are to be met 
with all over Ssu-ch'uan, come eitlier f'roii1 Tai Ho Cheii (near 
S u i  Ning) or Tsu Cliou. Tlie explsnatioii of tliis clistributioi~ of 
yarns is to be sought in tlie fact tliat they arc required to l ~ e  
~nixecl with thc 11:1tive cotton in \\.e;l\.ing, wliicli is veiny largely 
~xactisecl ill tlicse clistricts, \\ llel~ce iiiclecd, tlie clutli sul)l~lies of 
the whole provilice are tlraivn : yet tlie iiiclustry is i~ wllolly 
dorriestic oiie, 111 iiluch the sailie conrlitioil as i t  was in Eiiglalicl 
before the  i i i \ ,el l t io~~ of tlie spii~nii~g-je~iiij-. ,\ii old \\.onla11 
spillning yaril caiiilot iiiake inore t l~a l i  B oz. a-clay, 11iic1 a piece ot' 
the  coarse iintivc clotli 25 feet long oliil l a  feet broad takes two 
d a j s  to iiiake. 

Under tliese circuiiistalices I cnnnot clonbt tllrt it' a gooil stout 
sheeting coulcl be pla(:ccl on tlie iiial.ket in  tlie towils rouncl 
Chengtu it, wo~ilcl have a grre:tt sale ; iiow sucli n thing iis iiot to 1 ~ e  
got, alid foreigii cottolls are regarcled as n flinisy lnxnry cvnti~ietl 
entirely to tlie rich slioplieeper class aiid on wliicli uative clealers 
:ilways expect a11 exorbitant profit. Chungkiiig is iiot a centre 
eitlier of coiisui~iptioll or p rodu~ t~ io i~ ,  i t  is sirilply a point of dis- 
tribution at a long distalice froin such centres ; nlitl t l ~ o u ~ l i  tlic! 
pe r~~ia r ien t  establisl~riieiit of foreign iiiercl~aiits in  Cliungliiri: 
would do much, it niust be 1*eroeiiiberzd that  Ssn-cli'uan i i ~ r ~ i . k ~ ~ t -  



will rcquilae 111uc11 edl~cnting, so co1nl)lete is tllc ignorilllce of 
foreign wares 1)lcvuililig a t  1)reselit. ( h i  tlie otller lland, tile lJeulJle 
arc by no lllei1118 SO co i~~e rva t i ve  ill dress as 111igl1t be sulJIJosetl, 
for in  large distiaicts i l l  tile n o r t l ~  of the pro~riucc., cottoll ~ ]~ , t l l i l l g  
hm quite recelitly supe~*scclecl grass-clull~ and I~elnll. 

There is it11 i l ~ ~ l i i ~ i i t e ~ l  111ai'ket foi' cotto11 sc;,rves C I ~  l ~ l ~ ~ ~ ' ,  ]J]ilC']i, 

or  white, ave~.agi i~g 3 feet 1)y 1 fool ; tliese a le  11sc-rl l'"l ~ I I ~ I I , I ~ ~ S  
and wai~tbi i l l l l~ ,  L ~ I I ~  for tyilig rot111CI the legs. (;lr;it cr_ualitit i t s s :  

of coarse cottoil t a l ~ e  udetl for tying gaiters : i l i , I  t~ouser-entl.: 
are hawked a l~ou t  tlie cou~itry.  A t  11rehe11t st1c11 articles a le  
entirely of roug l~  liative iual~ufactnre. 

lied I)lalil<ets, so 1)ol~ular iri Sou t l~  ( 'liiiia, ale ~n l \ l l (~ \ \ . l l  in O ~ h e r  
Ssu-cl~'uan, wl~ere  tlie lletldil~g co~isists of n vel.llli~~-inf'esteci cluilt anggcstion*. 
of wi~dderi cotLo11. 

Such arc soille of tllc lines wllere there seeills to liie to 1)cl :L 
large oper~iiig for foreigi~ goods if iocal rec1niremeuts \\.ere only 
better k t i o ~ v ~ ~  ; tliert: arc: p le i~ ty  of people rc~acly to l)ay ;t :;ootl 
price for a goocl article. 

Talte al~otllcr arlicle, lccrose~ie oil ; one rn i~ i r t  si11)pose t l ~ e  Kcrose,,e. 
market to l ~ e  u~ililuitetl Tlie native ral~eseed oil is soI(1 for. 110 
to  160 caul1 1)er catty, giviirg far less light than ke~-oseiie suit1 ;it 
Chungkirig for 7 2  a. lrei ctltty. But as sooil as  the Iie~oselie gets 
in to  the hallcls of the C'l~iliese clealer 11e bores :L liole 111 the tin, 
abstracts a good sliare of the oil, pours i11 water aucl solders it up ; 
.the retailer who eells I)y weight also wants  is s l~are  of u111itwful 
profit, and 1)y tlie t i ~ l ~ e  the keroseue gets intu llie co~isunier's Ilantl.; 
on ly  half of i t  will burn. 

Wherever lnissiol~aries have been, and that is nearly every- Mcdic.inee. 
where, cornllioii foreign medicines, especially cjuiniue, si11lt011i11, 
a n d  antiseptic ointnients, are lliglily appreciutetl i ~ n d  n-oultl sell1 at  
.a fair profit. 

Cheap foreign sonib aild ca~idles are also mucll esteeiiit~cl, Ilut, 
a r e  not to  l)e llacl except in Chengtu, a i d  a t  e~tra\~agiliit,  ~ a t e s  ; 
t h e  Ssu-ch'unnese esteenl nlniost anytliing that  is ill a serviceable 
t i n  or bottle ; ndvcrtisenients would, 1 believe, do i i ~ u c l ~  fur folcig~i 
trade ; evergbotly in Ssu-cli'uan meets everybody else ill tllc tea- 
houses, and any notice of forcign wares stucli oil tile \\-alls ~voulcl 
be  certain to attract clisc~~ssion. 

Of exports sill< a ~ i d  wool seen1 to be capable of rliost e~pil~lsioil. Exporte. 
It is satisfactory tlixt an Eiiglish fir111 lias been the first to est;~l~lisli 
direct relations wit11 'l'n-chien-lu and Sung'pan. There is cl~ougli 
liquorice and rhubarb ill the west alid north-west rilou~lta~lis to 
dose the  whole of Europe. A firill with correspondents in llitlia 
or the  Stmits  would certailily pay attention to ~iiuslc, 011 \vIilch a t  
,present there is a very big profit soii~e~vhere. 

All  possible sugger;tioiis are, however, of lnillor illiportnlice ill Communi- 
comparison wit11 tilt? steaii~er question. It seellls to me to be calion- 
doubtful wheL]ler mucli good can be doue even by coniii~erciiil 
experts travellillg througll tlie country ; what is \\-alitetl is helter 
conlmunication ratller than better information, wl~icii capit:i.lists 
might be trusted to procilre for thcrnselvea if once there were 
steamers to biaiiig tlienl to Ssn-ch'uan. A t  present, iu spite of 



various rnnlours, everyone appeiirs to bc waitilig for soi1ieoi1e else 
to " slloot first," siicl if an  outsider were to succeetl i11 I ) i* ingir~~ 11 

s tea~ner  up fronl Tcliaiig i t  is to 1)e f>:lrecl that  lle ~\~uolcl  1~c  crrrshetl 
by prohibitive frcigllts deinaiidecl 1)y the down-liver coii~pui~ies, 
ivliose 1ch;~iig cargoes clepencl on their chiirtcrecl j111i1cs. 'I'llcrc i h ,  
I suppose, iio way in wliicli the Goveri in~e~i t  of a coiiliiierciill 
coui~try  could spencl soiile money illore ~ ~ s e f n l l y  Lhali ill o rga l~ i s i i i~  
a regular survey of tlie Yailgtsc gorges. Suc11 a survey, lo 1 ) ~  
complete, slloultl extciicl tlirougllout i~ \vliole ycnr, so t l i i~t  tllo i.ivel* 
~nigli t  be o1)servetl botli a t  Iligl~ a1111 low wi~tcrs. A 111astt.r ;lccns- 
toriled to navigate snpicls sliould assist, all11 i t  woulil be i i~ost  usef11l 
if ik coal cspc:rt coulcl a t  tlie same time exanline tlie ilurllerolrs 
deposits sit11:ltecl ileal- the chief waterways of the province, for 
the coal sul)ply ~voulcl be an iiilportailt elernelit ill tlic profit ot 
wor1;ing n steamer. 

Wuterwajs of Apart froin the stet~mer cluestion, the waterways of Ssu-cll'uar~, 
Ssu-cll'uall. wllich nlalic.. ~ilncll s1101v on tlie luap, are very uiisntisfactory ill 

practice. Tlie ailliexed table \\rill give sonle iclea of tlie clelnys 
which occur ill transporting goocls by water 1)etnreeil 0lillrigl<iiis 
and t l ~ e  principal ports ii1 the province. Tlie vnrintioiis ill tiliic. 
:Ire due to lligll ancl low water. High water is f1.0111 .Jr~ne to 
October, mecli~ui~i fro111 November to  January,  ant1 low froill 
February to May :- 

TABLE of ~ i s t a l l c e s  by J\'ater froill Chunglriiig to the Chief 
Native I'orts i11 the Province of Ssu-c1i'u:tn. (Ciiviiig averltgc! 
duratioli of Con~inercial Voyages.) 

I Time t3 , 
Cliun,~liing. I 

I 

Time from 
Chungliing. Port. 

--- 
Catties. I Mi;;. 1 
100,0C0 
100,000 I20 , 
100.000 

Days. ' 
4 to 7 

12 21 
Fuchou . . . . . .  

... Wan IIS~CII 
... Suiliu ...I 

I 

Down Tun:t:e 
1 

Up Tanztsc for 
Y i t n n n ~ i  

l lcad of Ynngtse nn\ i 
gation 

On n l in  River fan!. 

... PingShnn ...I 

. . . . . .  C h i s  Ting - -  ~ 

Tltil~ct 
Csyitnl of Ssu-cli'uan 
J n  Cllenctu ~ l u i ~ ~ .  

Clleng Tu* 
Cbao Cllin Ta* :::I 

hcnd of.. I,u -CIIOI; 
l it\cr navigation 

0 1 1  Rlin Iliver lo r  
Stunqpan 

To Cl~ .a t in j i  only 
Ct~:ton D O ~ G  on Foo 

. . . . . .  YsChou 
Tal 130 Chetl ... 
Chung Pa* ... River 

llead or 1:ou Rircr 
navigation 

On Chla Ling River 
Head of I'ni Shui; in 

I(anstilt 
1Ic;id ui  Cl~ia  Liug in  

PBO Ning ... 
Pi Kou* 

Pal Shui Cliiang* 
Irunsuh 

lleuil of Cllti Rivrr 
nnvlss t ion  

To I ' l ~ c h u n  only;  
v io lcn~ mptde 

VIA Chi C l ~ i u o g  for 
l iuc i  C11c.u 

Sui Ting ... ...I 
KungT'an.,. ... 

I Qung Kun* ..., 
I I I I 

Eignifles 'that navigation is impeded in low water. 
t Tbe~e  Bgureb refer to general cargo ; salt junks carry 20 to 50 per cent. more. 



Nest to steal~iei. trallic, 1 1)elievc tliat t l ~ e  opeilil~g of C'lielrgt~~ 
wuultl 11i1vc tlie 1110st f a ~ ~ o u i a l l e  ell'ect oil f'oi.c:ig~r ti,:ctlr ; ilot so 
1111icli 011 accotliit of Illih i ~ e t u ~ l l  cwlllillerce that  wonltl il~~i~ic~cliutcly 
spring lil), tliougll that  I\ auld 1 ~ e  very coiisideral)le, 1)11t 011 accoui~t 
of t l ~ e  11lon11 eflkct i~llrl ~ l l c  sreater i i r~owle( l~e  of foi.eigl~cr~s an11 
~lrc:ir wnrcs \vl~icli nro~rltl be S ] I ~ * ( * ~ I I I  tllerel~y. \\'ill1 s t e :~ i~~e i* s  a t  
C l ~ u ~ ~ g l < i ~ ~ g ,  ('licugtu \\'onl(l n r ~ t  I)e 111o1.e ir~:lcccssil~le 111~~11 ( '111111g- 
king is IIOW. Tlie capital as ~lotetl u11o1.e is a1re:idy a cuns,i(lt.ri~l~lc 
~ o r t  for nnti\.e cr:~ft. I (lo not l ~ c l i e ~ ~ c  t l r :~t  foreig~iel .~ ill C l ~ e ~ i ~ t u  
wo111d recjciil~e;~1iy special l)iBotoct ioilag:~i~ist tlie l~eol)le,ai~(l l ) r o t w t ~ o ~ ~  
i l g a i ~ ~ ~ t  tlle officials cbolrltl I ) ?  escrcaised fi.0111 l'eliii~g. 'l'l~e c.llartere1.1 
,jr~nli systeili n.ouIcl 1,en.ell suited for sucli a illace as Cliengtu,l~ut i t  is 
c11lite inittlecluate for ( 'llu~lgliii~g, and i l l  fact nuile of t l ~ e  iesillts 
whicli 11;lvc occuri.,~l elsewllt~r,: 111 C'lii~la w l ~ e i ~  so i l npo r t a~~ t  ;i l ~ o r t  
has hcc211 ol~eiietl 11:~vc t:l1;c11 11l;lce a t  C1111111gIii11~ (s~rcli '1s tlie 
br~ilcling of l i l~ge  \\~;lrel~orr,~es, introclnction of t'ort~~gu 11allli.z wit11 
large callital an(l ngcncius a1 o t l~er  ports, partial i~itrotluctioii of' 
macl~i i~ery,  iesitlence 01' Pol.ei21i i ~ ~ e r c l ~ a l ~ t , \ ,  &c.). ]Jut wit11 st(-:~i~iers 
011 t l ~ e  Yai~gtsc, as i':~r a s  Sui Fu ,  ailtl charterccl jur~ks i u ~ i ~ ~ i ~ r g  u p  
to ( 'liei~gtu, SSU-C~I ' I I~ I I  wvnltl take its proper ])lace ill t l ~ e  c.olllillerce 
of tI1e lvorlcl. 

On this subject I 11ave tlie followii~g ll(Jtt!~ :- 
On the north road frolll Chunglting, 11iulL)eri.y trees are first met he, of 

with in considerable quantities a t  S11un C'll'ing. 'I'lley illcrease mulberq 
largelyasweproceed nortli to l'ao Xing. Nurthof l 'ao s i l l g  tlley ~ ~ 1 t i ~ " ~ ' l :  

are plnilced i11 tlie vi~lleys which ruil into tlie liill coulltrj.. 
Farmers ill the alli~viul valley of ICwang Yuen used to derive 
great profit fro111 their worins, l ~ i t  leaf disease destroyctl illai~y of 
the t,rees sonie years ago. allel the people are too letlialgic to start  
plailting again. I n  the few places where the valley of tlie 
Pai Shni liiver opeils out, the nlu1berl.y flourjslies greatly. 111 tlie 
Shun Clling and Pao Ning clistricts tlie trees arc plaiitetl a t  11ap- 
hazard, soinetiir~es rouncl the homestencl, more frequently along the 
edge of tlle sallclstoile terraces iii tlle divisions of the paddy fields. 
The ~nul \ , eny  receives ilolle of tlint careful attelltioil wliicl~ the 
Ssu-cll'uaneee peasant besto\vs oil l ~ i s  rice or opiurn, yet tlie profits of 
the si!k~vonn helong entirely to tlie tenant. 1 iiever heart1 of reut 
being paid in silk ; i t  is al~vays in  rice. Not only coulcl a far  
greater quantity of trees Lc plantccl \vitliout interferiilg wit11 
011191' crops, but such trees as tliese are allo\vetl to gro\v to heavy 
tilllber instend of being lopped clo~vn every year close to tlie 
trrouncl ns is Golie in  (huton,  whcre such a thing as ~ucclberry r> 
wood is never seen. I11 Ssu-cl~'na~l a bra~lcll liere or a few leaves 
tllere are taken off as required for tlie silk~vorrns. There are a fc\\. 
places in the remote valley of t.lle I'ai Sliui Iiiver, ~r l iere  more care 
is given to \rericnlture, E.Y., ill the little town of Sail Tui Pa. Here 
on the  alln~rial ground the trees are planted in reg~dar  groves, 
.zl,out 10 yards apart from each other. The tops and tlle side 



b lu~~c l i e s  are c.arefully prunetl cvcry jeclr. Tlie ~)~osl)c'i.ity of IIli.; 
little oasis ill tlie 1110~1itiii11s s l ~ o ~ v s  ~ 1 1 ; t t  c*ot~ltl I ) c b  c l o ~ ~ e  ill oi,llel. 
y;lrts. 

Tlie int~lberry of Nor t l~  Ssu-ch'u:i~~ ib,  I l)elic~\ e, 01' i~ clifkrell~ 
species ~ ' I U I I I  the slirrtbs of Sonth C ' l~ i~ i i~ ,  tlie leaves i)c8i11: siliallcr, 
rougl~er,  illore serratccl, iinil ut' ;L ~ ~ i u c l i  tlaeper g r c c ~ ~ .  

111 the ul)per valley of tlic You l:ivcr, i~bo111 1,1111g All i111~1 

Cl~iang Yiu, tlle n1u1l)erry is conlliioi~, b11t t l ic? Ic i~\  e.j are snlall 
aiiil very iaouml~ and tile silk of an iufeiiur q r~a l i t j .  IL i9s si~iil tliat 
" l iuaiq slin L ~ i i , "  LC., yclluw sand wiiids, froni the 11ort11 l~revail  i l l  

tlie sprilig, a11(1 110 n i r ~ c l ~  Iiarni to t l ~ c  l)r~ils of the lrces 
I n  t l ~ c  1)lilc~s ~ i i e n t i o ~ ~ e d  above, yellow silk is l)rotIl~cecl. 
111 the lo\ver valley of tlle Foa ltiver t l ~e r c  i,s lilrlcb or ilo veri- 

culture. lllicii Cliow, so inll,orta~it a c c ~ ~ t r e  of 111~  hill; tl,iiile, is 
iiot i l  cenlre o i  silk piu~luctioi!, a1111 C'l~engtu, \\ I~c~ca t l lc \venvil~g 
i~iilrtstq- of tllc wl~ole l)i~ovir~ce is bc~cuni i~~g 111ori~ ;11i11 lilore con- 
ceiitratctl, clepe~~ils for its sl~pplies iiot vlily ol? t l ~ c  ])laill but 011 

l'ao Niug ant1 Wortll Xsr~-ch'i:ai~ seilerC1lly, ni~cl :11 L ~ c t  011 every 
si l lc-procluci~~~ centre ill the proviilcc. 

The last of the great sillc-proclueing tlistricth ih ~ l ~ e  b,lsiii of 
tlie lIi11 I:i\.cr f~~oi i l  BIcic.11ou ilo\\rn to Sui 1211, the j ~ t ~ ~ c t ~ o ~ i  with 
tllc Ya~igtse. hleicliol~ i ~ ~ ~ i l  the :icljace~~t i l ist~ict  of , J t l l ~  Sllou pro- 
duce soiiie of the best silk iri tllc yro\li~icbe ; t l ~ e  1oo111.; 0 1  Cl~iatiiis 
draw their e ~ ~ p p l y  of v l ~ i t e  sill; fro111 tlte r ~ e i ~ l ~ l ~ o u ~ l ~ o c , t l  of tl~cb 
to\vli itself; t1iel.e is also ill1 i~~coi~si t ler ;~L~lc  111.o(l11ctlc11i ill t11c clis- 
tricts :ilong the Yi111:;tsc as Ear ;IS Cliungliing. 

Xaw silk 111 the: ea r l j  sulillller tllc sill; dealers, " ssrt fitli ," or AIjail CIIO~I, 
snles. Pao N i i ~ s ,  C:llel~gtu, Clli'~tiiig, ilil~l C l i t ~ i i ~ ~ k i i ~ g  pioceecl to the various 

country irii~rkets to '' sho l~  c l ~ i e i ~  tsu,":.~., to collect cuuooas, and 
to buy localiy 1-eelecl silk. Silk procluction, like cvcrytliiiig else 
in  Ss~~-zll l~il l l ,  is an affair of " petite culture," and tlic cle;tlers pick 
up a cnlty liere or a few ounces there, in  tlie sailie 111~1111icr as i l l  

t l ~ e  ol~iuiu trade ; the f:~riners usually sell the cocoolis ;1iicl have 
ilothing illore to 110 with the iilatter. H e e l i ~ ~ g  is, of conlse, skilled 
labour, elid so far as I call gztlier the tendericy is luorc: ;u1d Illore 
to bring the cocooiis illto tlie lalager ton.11~ for reel111;. Uien  
Chou 11;~s a speciality for this i l ~ d ~ ~ s t r y ,  the best. " linu 1~'en " silk 

l<eeling. co i~ l i~ lg  fro111 t11;it city. Tlie colllrllo~i i~iethod of ree l i i l~  IS to plitce 
the cocoo~is iil a pail of hot water under \vl~icli a c l~ i~ rc~o~ t l  fire is  
1;ept going; the cocooiis are then s t i~ re t l  ahout \vitll a pair of 
cliopsticlis till the silk becomes loose, the si i~gle tl~rriltls are t l ~ e n  
canght up  with :L chopstick and pi~ssecl througl~ n b ~ n s s  rye  wltich 
is fisecl on a piece of wool1 above tlie basin ; fro111 tlie brass eye 
tlie silk is passed over anotlier brass liooli,aiicl reeled oll'ol~ to a ses- 
angular woodeli f ra~ne,  wliich is tunled fro111 beneath by a double 
set of wlieels lrept in  nlotioil by tlie foot of tlie pelsvli \ \ho wit11 
his lisnds is lioldlrlg the  chopsticks and ~~ i : l n ipu ln t i~~g  t l ~ e  threads ; 
the cocoolls wllicli a t  ilny given ~llo~ileil t  are ill pru('e3s of being 
reeled c i ~ n  be detected by the nlailner j l i  \vl~icll t l ~ey  Lol)  about; 
tlie single threads frecyuently break and 1iaI.e to be fiii~hered up 
again, which nccoai~ts for tlie tougli ;inti kilotty appeurauce of so 



~llllcll sbll-Cll'll~ll silk. At ( 'lliiltillg the silk is lec.ltltl very tl1ick, 
as 1ll;lllJ' ilS 10 10 12  C U C O ~ l l l  tIll'eii~I3 forlllillg it tllrentl 
~,cc.lt.cl silk ; ill (:11e11gtu :lilt1 Z'iio N i i ~ g  as lu:il]y : I ~ J  (j to 8 cocc,ollh 
go to tile tlll'ciltl ; but \\ it11 the " kilo l)'ell," (Jr " ~ ] l ; l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  l,ilsill ' 
sill;, oilly two or three cocoons go to tllc thread. Tllis silk is 
chielly reeletl a t  Miell C'llou, l ~ u t  so!lic coines fi.c,nl l'uo Nillg 
i l g .  " C'hailgecl 1~asil1 " sill; ineans t11aL tlle silk is llol 
reeled stri~iglll off froill t l ~ c  1 1 ~ t  watc'r l>aii, 1,ut that tlle ~cjc.oollc, 
after 11;1\~ill;lr been snt l ic i~~i~t ly  loosei~ed 1 1 ~  tlle 11ot \v;ltc.~., ; ~ l ~ , b  

cll:~irgetl illto c~~lc l  water, aiici tllencc reeled off; this eill; 13 stro1lXer 
illltl 11101 C g ! O ~ ~ ~ ,  aS 1\'C'll :IS filler t l l i l l l  tllf2 C O l l l l l l ~ ~ l l  ki11(1$. 
silk is i~riltle 111) " 1~1," or. skeii~q, ni l t l  cost  bout 13 ti~els. 

'I'raclitio~~ sajrs tllilt ill the n[ing cl~.l~asty Ssu -c l~ ' ua~~  ~~lntlnc ctl 
so111e 01' tl~t: Ijil~t \\ o\ silk i l l  ( ' l ~ i l ~ ; ~  ; 1,111 if' 60, i t  ilil~st be 111c- 
s ~ ~ i l ~ c ~ c l  tllilt the i11.t was loht (lurii~g tlle coi~vulsioi~s tllilt attel~tlccl 
t l i c a  cs~;~blislllueiit of the 1)reuerrt clyilasty in 1)11\vcr, f u r  at  1~lewilt 
the looills are of extremely rougll co~rst~.nctioii, ;tilt1 the silk liiece- 
goods coarse and eaeily ui~iavelled, as mncll inferior to l i i~ngcl~ow 
;aiiil Soocllow silks ns the latter are to tlle pioc1uc.e of' foieign 
looilis ; if, however, the farmers ~voulcl give illore attci~tion to 
their niulberry trees, if the skilled uicstl~od ot ~ve;~\-iilg l,l.i~ctisetl at  
B4icllcht~w could Le extendecl to otller silk-producil~g l~ar t s  of tlie 
pro\.iiice, ant1 above all, if the (;overl~lueil t \I-oulcl iil111oi t ~liillccl 
weavers froill Clieliiitng, t l ~ e  silk tratle of Ssu-c.li'ua11 111igl1t illcrease 
by leaps and bouuds. 

The f'ollo\ving l~articulars relate principally to weaving :- n-caviug. 
(i) I I ~  I-'C(OILZIL~ cuzd b'11un Clb'il~y there arc '10 weaving rstall- 

lishiueiits, witli about 160 looms: the best silk i'ro111 l'aoniii;: 
ooes to Cliungliil~g for es l~or t ,  the medium to Cliengtu, a i d  t l l ~  ? 
inf'erior quality only is k e l ~ t  for the local \i7eavers ; thc silk ti.atlc 
is in the haiiils of sevell f i i ~ l ~ s  :kt l'uoning ; a consider:~,lle qu;~ii- 
t i ty  of' t l ~ e  silk goes to Sllnsi, anil native cloth is sent 11itcli in 
return; these merchants 11ave been llfircl Lit by the tlcarness of 
casli. 

The goods woven a t  Paoning and Shun C:ll'ing are (i) 
king tsu, a very thin ancl loosely-\voveii stilff of " kuo p411" 
silk ; il  is usually figured, ancl is used for pasting on scrolls, 
screens, l~oses,  ancl boolts, ancl also as a 1ii l i11~ for madded cotton 
garments. 811iin Ch3ing llas a speciality iu tllis line, and es1)orts 
even to  Cllengtu. (ii) A coarse ~11611 tsu, or wearing silli, 
exported in small quantities to Sliensi a i d  I'eliing ; this tracle 
used to l x  very consiclernble and was reiiiforceci by satills and 
tlo\verecl silks froin Cliengtu, but latterly it has declined, owing 
to the coinpetition of Hangchow stuffs. 

(ii) I n  Chengt i~ the weavers are  divided into three guilds. 
( n )  Tile chekiang guild of weavers, I\-liose ancestors cniile fi-on1 
dowll river. (6) The Eastern Ssn-ch'iian gllild. (c) Tlle C'llengtu 
natives' gaild. They all join together to gi\-e a tlieatl-ical per 
formance in the 9th moon. 

Tile total number of looms is slightly over 3,000, and the 



tendency is for all the weaving iriclu.;try of  tlic! l)ro\.i ricc to l~:c0111~ 
centrcd ill Cllluiigtu. 

T l ~ e  l i i~ l l e r  p u l e s  of w a v c ~ ~  silli~ : ~ r ~ t l  satilis, ;11111 1Iowerpc~ 
silks ill ini~tatiou of Hniigcllo\v gootl.;, occrlpy about 1,800 looln.;, 
anil cacli loo111 on ill1 average 1)rocl1icils t l~ ree  pieces i~ i ~ i ~ ~ l t l l ,  
working full tiiile. A weaver's \vilges niiioluit iro111 3,000 1 o :5,500 
cash R iiio11tll, atiil tlie Chengtu loo~us practically 11nvt. ;L 

mo~~opo ly  of tlie finer silks ill Ssu-cll'nari ; ill orclill:iry ye:lr,j tlle 
loo~iis nr, a t  \vo~.lc for about liiile iuoiitl~s ill tlie ycsl-, 1)ul rectelitly, 
owing to the excrssi\re p i c e  of cnsll, 11l;lsters ll:lv(: I~acl to stop 
worli l~1ol.e f rec~~~ei l t ly .  Al)ollL 2,200 loo111.; arc1 c~l~l)lo~'ccl  i l l  t111-11- 
ing out various gr:~cl~bs of liglit pollgees ;ili(l C ~ I I ~ C S  k i io \~ 11 :LS 

" f l l  ~ S L I I I ~ , "  \\ liicll are \\lor11 tllillr iLIi)' otlit!r Iii11(1 of sill( in 
tlie pro\.iiice ; tllere are plaiii illill fgilre(1 sorts, :ii1(1 11111cli of i: is 
woven with undyecl sillcs. 

O F  tllese liglit stltHb one loo111 call 1)rotlnce 10 pieces i l l  n 
~ilorlt~ll of an average ~uetlsurenient of -20 to 50 feet 1)y 1& fect. 

IViiges arc! pait1 by tlie foot, usually 10 cash per foot. Tlie 
ylnin 1;inils are n'ove:l tit single looi~is, tlie flowerc~i require two 
111e11. 

I n  tlie city of Cllia 'L'ing thero are about 170 looins, tlli eupgei l  
in nlnliilig various urndcs of '. f u  tsl~ng," n'itli two illell a t  encli 

e. 
looiii. The silk is th~clrcr i ~ n d  llcnvicr than Clieiigtn " f'u tsung." 
Aboat 14 Chinesc feet is a n  it\'cPilSe clay's woi*lc, brendtli 9 
('hinese inches to 1 ( 'l~inese foot ; tiic ~ v c : ~ v t ~ i .  ~vllo sits below gets 
'34 cnsll per foot, ant1 tlie mail wlln sits above 6 c:~sll 1)er foot. 
I n  :L vil1:ige 7 n l i l c ~  outsitle Chin-Tin;; t l ~e r e  are about 300 loollis 
entirely engayeil i l l  iunlring " t n  ch'on," :i slrong ~uiflorvered silk 
wliiell is nlach estee~rletl and is nsu i l l l~  of uncl~ecl white silk : i t  
is sold by weislit, ilntl is also 1-etnilec1 a t  4 Chinese feet for n tael. 
I t  is \vo~~ei l  at s i i i ~ l c  liieii looiiis, nncl ~ 1 1 e  nvel-age length is 30 
Ohinese feet ; the is cloiie a t  about tl:o same rate ns t l ~ e  
" fu tsung," arlcl the \\.ages paicl are 1 2  cash the foot. 

hlncll of tllc? clienper " fu  i,sutig," botli a t  Clieiigtn 2nd Chia 
r 7 .  llu:, is illncle up into short pieces of 7 to 14 foet for tlie 'l'l~ibetan 
nlarliet ; tlrese pieces are Iinowii :is " Ts'ang 1'a " or l'11ibet:~n 
llandlterchiefs, sild are indispensnble for cerc~noliial uses, receiving 
guests, $c., ill Thibet. 

For the par t i c~~la rs  a l~out  tlie Chia Ting looms I arii iilde1)Lctl 
to 1\.9r. E:ndicott of that  city. 

At and near Ln-Cllow there are about SO loo!ns, wherc :L very 
inferior liind of c l a p  is made for local consnnlption ; a t  ant1 near 
Cliungkiiig n sinall quaiitity of cotton-sill; stnlfs woven, but 
for local coiisumption only. 

Tlie followir~g table gives a rougll estii~inte of tlie total z.llnunl 
value of the Ssu-ch'uaii silk tracle, iiot incl~lclinji Chengtu ribboil, 
of whicli I have iiot reliable particulars. 













l'lace. Quttlity. Weight. . V~~lue .  - - - - - -  ---- --- -____-- 

I Cheng-tu . . . " TIL Ch'ou," snti~~e and figured silks 
Cl~rrrg.tu.. . . I Light woven pongees, or " f~ 

Lsung" .. . . . . 
Clrir~ Til~g I 11 T~ ~ 1 , ~ ~ ~  11 . . . .  
Cilia Ting : : I " Bu tsurlg" . . . . 
Sli~iri Clring ( I L I I ~  1 

Ptwrling) . . I " Ling tsu ". . . . . . ..I  110 , W,W 
Sl~un Cl~irig (and I 11 T8 Ch*oulJ P~~onil ig)  . . 4 . . . . 38,400 
Llic11ou, &c. . . j Inferior " f u tsuug " . . . . 20,480 

! I_____ --- 
Total . . . . . . . . 1,962,720 

i 1 P r r o u ~ a  (arerap of 3 Years). 
I 

) Itam silk and cocoons . . . . 3,436 6932,000 
I Befuse gilk and refuse cocoons . . 8,813 222,000 
I -- ---- 
I Grand total . . .. , .. 2,776,720 



Cl~ungliing to- I 
I Yuoll Hai Cli'ang . . 

Yhn Chi JIic~o . . . . 
Ho-Cllou.. . . . .  
H u i  T J U ~ ~  Ch'ung . . I 
Lie AIien.. . . ..I 
I I 8 '  I 1 s  111g OIIOLI Chic . . I 
8111111 C ~ I ~ I I , ~  F u  . . . . 
Lu CI1:i . . . . . - 
S11i Lung C'l~'i~ng . . 
Nan 1'11 Hsien . . . . 
Punning FII . . a , 
Hsien Tier1 Ts;: . . 
Yuug Xing P 'u . . 
Mri Ling l i u u n . .  . . 
8an Tui  Pa . . 

::I Iincrng Yuen h i e n  . . 
P i k ' o ~ ~  .. . . 
l ' i ~  TIIO Ling . . 

. - I  

..I 
l i l t  Crl~en Ch'nng . ' I  .. I 
Lung An F u  . . .. ' 

L u n g  -411 F u  to- 
Shui Tsing P'u . . I .. ( 
Hsino H o  Ying . . 
SHII Slie Slliin . . .. .. I , 
Peng Tung I iuan . . i 
s l l l 1~~) ' :~ I l .  . . . . . 

S\rngl>':111 to-- 
T I C  Cll'i . . .. ../ 
Mu0 Cl1011 . . 
T'u Ale11 .. . . . . I  

I .  1 

S!li Tsucn . . . . 
Hui T,~ung Ci~'ung . . I 
T ing lio'u . . .. , 
C!ll~utgpa . . . . . . ! 
Alien Cllou . . . . 
Lo Clrinng Hsien , . ' 

11:111 C!l10ll . . I ..; 

Cllengtu . . 
1"i Hsien .. . . 
ICua~l Bsien . , 

Distuncc.. --- 
Li. 

70 
85 
25 
85 
3() -- 
I d  

YO 
ti5 

110 
PO 
70 

120 
51 
85 
75 
90 

220 
40 

190 
40 

120 
70 
80 
30 
40 

Across Chilrng Pci hill country 
I n  gorges O F  110 C'ltou 
I n  sn~ldato~ll? brl-iu 

1 Deaeent rollcg of Chiu Ling R i v e r  
' I n  gorge of Pni S l ~ u i  ltiver 

i Dit;to i n  Iic~nsi~lh 
DiKc~ilt  n5c:nt 
Descent to valley of FOIL River / I n  m11q of Feu Rirer  

Ctorgc! of r o l l  River 
9 * , , 

decen t  of  pass 
Heud of p11s5, 13,000 feet 
Descent 

I n  gorge of >fill River, tllree stages 
3 )  ,, two stages 

Over pass to go]-ge of Shi Tapen River  
I n  gorge of b l ~ i  Tsuen Rirer  

9 ,  I I 

Over Cllii Shnn 
Across valley of Fou River 
Down valley of Fou River 
Acl-oss valley of Pou River 

I Chengtu p!ain 
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